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Welcome to RiteNow, the official publication of the Valley of Pittsburgh.
In addition to the new title, the print and layout have been changed to
give the magazine a more modern and sleek feel. While we recognize that
change isn’t accepted readily by everyone, it is our hope that this new
format, as well as the features, articles, and information contained within
the covers will help you to see just what is happening in your valley, and
maybe even inspire you to get involved.
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VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH - 2017-2018

Meet the new Valley Officers
Gourgas Lodge
of Perfection
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Paul J. Roup, 33˚
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Thrice Potent Master

Deputy Master

Senior Warden

Junior Warden

Pennsylvania
Council of Princes
of Jerusalem

Sovereign Prince

High Priest

Senior Warden

Junior Warden

Pittsburgh Chapter
of Rose Croix

James C. Mayes, 32˚
Most Wise Master

Senior Warden

Junior Warden

Orator

Pennsylvania
Consistory

Jeffrey M. Wonderling, 33˚
Commander-in-Chief

Jordan L. Frei, 32˚
Guard
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1st Lieutenant Commander

Treasurer

2nd Lieutenant Commander

Secretary

Master of Ceremonies

Hospitaler

VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH OFFICERS
August 1, 2017 - July 31, 2018

Gourgas Lodge of Perfection 14°

Shawn P. Lang, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thrice Potent Master
Brian T. Wilding, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Deputy Master
Jeffrey R. Jones, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Warden
David L. Moore, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Junior Warden
Eric S. Teasdale, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orator
Peter A. Leary, 32°, MSA . . . . . . . . . .  Master of Ceremonies
Christopher A. McNeal, 32°.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guard

Pennsylvania Council, Princes of Jerusalem

Erastus Z. Allen, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sovereign Prince
Joseph G. Whitaker, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  High Priest
Robert M. Polander, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Warden
Mitchell D. Goldstein, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Junior Warden
Richard H. Kucera, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . .  Master of Ceremonies
Robert H. Nelson, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Master of Entrances

Pittsburgh Chapter of Rose Croix 18°

Eric S. Teasdale, 32˚
Orator

Peter A. Leary, 32˚, MSA
Master of Ceremonies

Christopher A. McNeal, 32˚
Guard

James C. Mayes, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Most Wise Master
Joshua S. Freeman, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Warden
Charles J. Anthony, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Junior Warden
Matthew A. Boice, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orator
Kristin M. Douglas, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . .  Master of Ceremonies
Anthony J. Corcoran, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guard
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Rodney E. Boyce, 33°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Lt. Commander
David C. Allison, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orator
Charles F. Zurcher, 32˚ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chancellor
B. Scott Allen, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Master of Ceremonies
Aaron J. Antimary, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer & Seneschal
David C. Runco, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Standard Bearer
Jordan L. Frei, 32°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guard
Paul J. Roup, 33°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
David W. Morgans, 33°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Secretary
Vito A. Urso, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hospitaler
Dennis R. Johnston, 33°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tiler
Charles M. Bombich, 33°, Peter A. Leary, 32°, MSA,
Joseph G. Whitaker, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . .  MFS Representatives

Executive Committee
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TheChief
A message from the Commander-in-Chief of the Valley of Pittsburgh

Valley Officers meeting at the Sandscrest Retreat Center on August 4-5, 2017
CONSISTORY

The arrow
is definitely
pointed
in the right
direction
By Jeffrey M. Wonderling, 33˚

I COULDN’T BE MORE EXCITED
to be the Commander-in-Chief of your
Valley. Thank you for your confidence.
Over the last several years I have seen an
“uptick” in most aspects of the organization. The arrow is definitely pointed
in the right direction. I applaud the
valuable contribution that Illustrious
Bro. Don Murphy, 33° has made to
Valley throughout his 12-year tenure as
Secretary, and am thankful for the wonderful friendship we have forged over
those years. Personally, he could not
have done more to aid me, and I extend
to him my warmest fraternal wishes in
his retirement. Thank you, my friend.
The participation level at our events is
steadily increasing and each new crew
of Officers seems to be improving on
the successes of their predecessors. I am
hoping that we can continue to do the
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same. To that end, I am eager to tweak
some of our organizational practices
and personnel assignments.
I hope to enhance our relationship with
the fine Brethren in the Valley of Uniontown and include them in our plans
for strengthening membership in both
Valleys. The Valley of Uniontown was
constituted as a Lodge of Perfection,
inclusive of the degrees from the 4th
thru the 14th and thereby feeds our
Valley with those members wishing to
complete their Scottish Rite journey in
becoming 32nd Degree Masons. We
must recognize the Valley of Uniontown
as being a valuable partner in achieving
our mutual goals.
Moving in a different direction, we have
begun discussing methods to enhance
the candidate’s enjoyment of experienc-

ing the degrees. The goal is to reduce
“downtime” between the degrees while
sets are being changed. The inclusion of
video degrees will help alleviate some of
the problem. The use of oral presentations will greatly reduce
“Red Curtain” time
between the degrees.
These presentations will
explain the degree they
just witnessed in layman’s
terms, reinforcing the
life lessons being taught.
We must also work on
succession planning.
We are fortunate to have
dedicated men serving on the Makeup,
Robing and Ritual Committees. We
need these leaders to pass on their valuable knowledge to the next generation.
Also, there are always many non-speaking parts available to anyone desiring to
get a taste of acting on stage. I am quite
certain you have no idea of how much
fun it can be.

Can you call 15 or 20 Members per
month and simply check on their
well-being? Just think of the new friendships you could develop. If you would
like to make a few calls and see how it
goes (no pressure and no obligation)
please contact the Office or reach out
to me directly.

with expertise. But having the expertise
to serve is only half of what it takes to be
successful. The critical qualification is
having the desire and the commitment.
So, what do you say? Can you contribute, and help us help the
Valley? With everyone
lending a hand, the
prospects for the Valley
are infinite. Your labors
should not be without
rewards. The rewards are
the smile on a teenager’s face when he or she
receives a scholarship,
or the tears of Brother
who has received assistance from the
Hospitaler’s Fund. Do you think that the
joy of knowing that a student you have
helped teach to read and who may now
look forward to school for the first time
may tug at your heartstrings? Those feelings of accomplishment, of giving back,
of paying it forward, are the greatest
rewards in the world. Come and experience the WILD SATISFACTION OF
BEING A SCOTTISH RITE MASON.

We will need roughly 50 Scottish Rite
Masons to accomplish this goal. I am
aware it sounds like a daunting task,
but with your help we can easily realize
success.

My Brothers, I cannot accomplish
much without your assistance. I need
you. Your Valley needs you. Please
lend a hand. Contact me and you
can help.

Valley or maybe just need a phone call.
They will also update each Member’s
contact information. Our goal is to
touch base with each member twice a
year at minimum. If you have the time

Come and experience
the wild satisfaction of being
a Scottish Rite Mason.

There are many positions available if
you would like to get involved in the
Valley. A great misconception is that
the only opportunities to contribute are
by becoming an officer, acting in the
degrees, working backstage, or working
the sets. In reality, there are a myriad of
necessary committees that are important pieces critical to the successes of the
Valley. Maybe your professional training
qualifies you to serve on the Communications Committee or the Hospitalers’
Committee (which provides charitable
assistance to Brothers and their families
in need). Do you have any connections
in the entertainment industry that may
be parlayed into enjoyable programs for
meetings and events?
We will be starting a Member Contact
Committee which will stay in touch
with our Members and determined if
they might need assistance from the

and have a caring personality we could
most assuredly use your help.

One of the most crucial tasks at hand is
mentoring our newly knighted Scottish
Rite Masons. Every member must be
made aware of the lessons taught in
the degrees and the benefits of being a
member. Do you have few moments you
can devote before and after each Class?
If the Mentoring Committee members
would work together on a writing a
standardized program then they could
rotate members presenting the program
for each class.
We must continue the tradition of good
men serving on these committees—men

“Foot to Foot”

Jeffrey M. Wonderling, 33˚
jwonderling@valleyofpittsburgh.org
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MEMORIAL

D. William Roberts, 33˚
Tribute Dinner to benefit
The Masonic Children’s
Home at Sewickley
Saturday, August 5

He had kind eyes, a wry smile, and an unassuming nature.
He was often quiet—preferring to spend more time observing
—but when he did speak, what he said was always worth
hearing. His soft, raspy tenor voice compelled you to lean
in and listen, and you were seldom disappointed.

R.W.G.M. Raymond T. Dietz, 33˚, with D.William Roberts, 33˚, (1931-2017)
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ThePotent
A message from the Thrice Potent Master of the Gourgas Lodge of Perfection

LODGE OF PERFECTION

...and
God said,
let there
be light
By Shawn P. Lang, 32˚

I HOPE THE LIGHT ON YOUR JOURNEY

in Freemasonry has been bright my
brethren, but what is the light that will
illuminate your path here in the Valley
of Pittsburgh?

For many of us, light comes from ritual.
Twice a year we come together, bone up
on our favorite degree, and
do our best to enlighten the
newly initiated members of
the Valley. They will sit and
learn how to elevate their
minds, hearts, and souls
while continuing their
journey to become the best
men they can be. For those
of us who partake in performing this ritual, there is
great enjoyment in offering
up that which we have
learned so that others will
grow stronger in the Craft.
Over the past several years
of classes, I have seen many
men join the Valley of
Pittsburgh, and I know, that in fleeting
moments, light shined on their paths.

But the
greatest
light
comes
from
each
of you.

For others, light comes from fellowship.
Whether you enjoy time spent before,
during, or after a stated meeting, you
can be sure that there will be a moment
when your path is easier to see with
some good-hearted humor from one of
your brethren. Time spent with other
members at galas, nights at the movies,
Oktoberfests and car cruises certainly
sheds light on the fact that we are truly
lucky to be part of such a wonderful organization like the Valley of Pittsburgh.
And still others find light in thought.
How great it is to sit in a conversation
with like-minded men and discuss
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which road will best help our Valley
grow. Conversations such as that spark
light on what we do, who we are, and
what we can become. I believe that, like
the many great minds that have travelled
before us, through collectively sharing
our thoughts, we can make the Valley
of Pittsburgh stronger than it has ever
been. Speak your mind on
what you believe works
well and do not be afraid
to have an opinion that
may be slightly against
the norm.
But the greatest light comes
from each of you. Whether
you join in the classes or
spend time at meetings or
events, the brightest light
comes from you being a
member of the Valley of
Pittsburgh. It is my privilege to serve this year as
Thrice Potent Master for
the Gourgas Lodge of
Perfection here in the Valley. I hope that
this year enlightens us all. Our Valley
can only succeed if you are kind enough
to share the light you carry inside you
and shine.

Shawn P. Lang, 32˚
tpm@valleyofpittsburgh.org

News

Children’s Dyslexia
Center UPDATE

By Eric Krauss Cohen, 32˚

WELCOME TO THE FIRST INSTALLMENT

of a new feature about our Children’s Dyslexia Center. In each issue, we will update
you with what is going on with the students, the faculty, and the school itself.
The Children’s Dyslexia Center recently
held its graduation and awards ceremony
in conjunction with a family picnic. Along
with the customary graduates, we were
pleased to see our typical high attendance
and success rates. It is clear that we are
making a difference.
The board approved and submitted a
complete budget for the next school year
and it has been registered with the administrative offices in Lexington. The board
continues to attract members to the Valley’s
Builders Council and our fundraising
efforts are successful. The annual golf
outing was held on June 10th, and through
participation and sponsorship raised
$6,880.00 or the school.
The Valley’s Annual Walk-a-Thon will
take place on Saturday, October 7th at the
Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center. As in
past years, registration will begin at 8:30
a.m. and the walk will follow at 10:00 a.m.
This year we are implementing a theme (for
the kiddos) of walking in pajamas. We will
be providing t-shirts to those who register
and there will be food and other activities
as usual. If you have any questions, please
contact the Center’s office or me, as I continue to serve as Walk Chairman.
I am pleased to announce that Roberta
Miller is the newest member of our board.

48

The Board of Governors is comprised of
members of the Valley of Pittsburgh, parents of past school attendees, and interested
members of the community. If you are
interested in serving on the board, contact
the Chairman, Robert Malwitz, or the
Vice-Chairman, Robert Polander.

What the
internet
looks like
to someone with
Dyslexia.

This charity is close to the hearts of all
that serve and are served by it. We could
not exist without the support of the Valley
of Pittsburgh and its leadership. When
you consider how greatly we impact and
improve the lives of these children, completely at our own cost, you begin to see
the importance of our mutual continued
support. When you see fundraisers in the
forms of flower sales, candy sales, purse
bashes, etc., please sponsor, attend, or otherwise support the events as your schedule
and funds permit. Likewise, if you know
of a child who may benefit from the center,
please direct them to the staff in the
office so that they can be evaluated
for placement in the program.

SPECIAL PROGRAM

Giant Eagle
Apple for
the Students
program
You can help the Children’s
Dyslexia Center-Pittsburgh.
Just register your Giant Eagle
Advantage Card for the
Apples for the Students
program.
You can register your card by
calling 800-553-2324 or register
online at gianteagle.com/afts.
The number for the Children’s
Dyslexia Center-Pittsburgh is
5801.
Registering for this program does not
affect any other program or discount
offered by Giant Eagle (i.e. Fuelperks).

For more information call:

412-931-3181

students
enrolled
last year
412.939.3579
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TheSovereign
A message from the Sovereign Prince of the Pennsylvania Council of Princes of Jerusalem

PRINCES OF JERUSALEM

Our
Beginnings
By Erastus Z. Allen, 32˚

I FEEL PRIVILEGED TO WRITE FOR
our Valley publication as the incoming Sovereign Prince. As we change
officers, I would like to thank William
J. Wiker, Past Sovereign Prince for his
able service to, and steady leadership
of, The Pennsylvania Council, Princes
of Jerusalem. To my fellow line officers
and the leadership of the
other lines: I am eager to
work with you and excited
by the prospect of working together to realize the
promise of Scottish Rite
Freemasonry. As many
of you know, assuming a
leadership role evokes in
the ascending officer an
interesting combination
of both exhilaration and,
perhaps, some trepidation.

no other centrally-organized group, let
alone another Masonic body, that has
both our numbers and a singular focus
on what is of most essential import in
our lives.
This focus on the vital lessons taught
in our ceremonies connects us not
only one to another in our
Valley, but also to those
who have worked this same
quarry for many years past.
Searching my own history
leads me to probe further
into the past, even before
the invention of the internal combustion engine.
If we look, we find our
Valley carries a rich history
worthy of exploration. The
Valley of Pittsburgh was
established in June of 1852,
165 years ago. Between
1852 and 1866, not much
more than one member
was initiated into our Valley each year. In 1866, The Pennsylvania
Council, Princes of Jerusalem had only
12 members.

The
Valley of
Pittsburgh
was
established
in June
of 1852.

Erastus Z. Allen, 32˚
sp@valleyofpittsburgh.org
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However, I find myself also
in an unexpected period
of contemplation. My
thoughts have moved to
reflect on the last decade of my affiliation and my experiences in the Valley.
In this journey into the past, I find the
shared experience in practicing and performing in our rituals to have surfaced
the most rewarding memories in my
mind. These experiences forge a strong
bond that centers our union around a
perfect center of moral intentionality.
This great destination of our shared endeavor, if it can remain our focus, leads
us each to overcome the comparatively
unimportant individual differences we
may have and clears the way for happy
cooperation with others whom we
otherwise would not likely have had the
opportunity work with. I have found
that these interactions lead to the most
useful sharing of ideas. I can think of

I am moved to seek the essential experience of The Scottish Rite that motivated those 12 members all that time
ago. Surely, the ideas and focus of our
group have changed in the intervening
period, and perhaps in some ways for
good reason. Our small and persisting
beginning, though, raises my certainty
of a dawning supposition: that my fiery
thirst for primary Masonic instruction
may be most refreshingly quenched by
following this stream of our traditions
back to that distant wellspring of purer
water.

TheWise

A message from the Most Wise Master of the Pittsburgh Chapter Rose Croix

ROSE CROIX

Never in
a million
years
By James C. Mayes, 32˚

THIS IS WHAT I WAS THINKING
as I lay down in the dorm at Patton campus the night before a recent leadership
seminar for Scottish Rite. Never in a
million years did I think I would ever be
doing something like this in my life. But
then I realized how many other things
Freemasonry has let me experience that
I wouldn’t have experienced otherwise.

I was able to do. Writing an article for a
magazine is definitely one of them.
Brothers, I know y’all have a beginning
story in Freemasonry, and I urge you
to get more involved in the fraternity.
Naturally, I’m going to suggest the
Scottish Rite, but it doesn’t matter
where. The number of
groups within Masonry
is large. And don’t be
afraid to ask a friend to get
involved with you, because
you both may also wind up
having a couple of “never in
a million years” moments
added to your list.

The
number
of groups
within
Masonry
is large.

I remember sitting with
a friend at a game dinner
asking him if he knew
anything about the Masons
because a lot of the guys
who were cooking that
night had volunteered their
time and I had heard they
were Masons. Yep, it turned
out he was a Mason and
told me that they liked to
help other groups out as
well as their brother man
and that they did it only
because it made them feel
good inside. Well that sounded like
something I enjoyed doing anyway, so
why not join a group of men that were
like-minded?
That was the beginning of my journey
and a heck of a lot more.

“Never in a million years.” I won’t list
anymore stories here, but if you’d like
to hear them, ask anyone who knows
me. They’ll tell you I have a lot of Jimmy
stories. Ask me about Masonic travels!
That I’d be happy to tell you about.
James C. Mayes, 32˚
mwm@valleyofpittsburgh.org

Rest assured, the search for
more light will take you
to many new places and
introduce you to many new
people, most of whom you
will be genuinely happy
to call Brother and friend.
I know—well at least I
hope—that my journey isn’t complete as
I begin the term as Most Wise Master.
I invite all of you to come and share in
what the Valley of Pittsburgh has
to offer.
Oh, and bring a brother or two along
with you!

I will tell you that as they say, Masonry
has made a good man—well, in my case,
an average man—a better man and has
allowed me to do things I never thought
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Summer Cruise
for the Children’s
Dyslexia CenterPittsburgh
Sunday, June 11
Inclement weather caused us to postpone the big
annual Summer Cruise at from June 4th until June
11th, but everyone was glad we did. The car cruisers
changed their calendars, and still came out to support
the Children’s Dyslexia Center, with over 150
cars turning out for the event. Classic cars started to
arrive at 9am, and were parked all the way into the
rear parking lots. We even had support from other
car clubs such as Steel Town Corvette Club and
Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts. Multiple
award-winning cars from the Pittsburgh World of
Wheels attended as well.
The attendance was so high that the 100 goody
bags and dash plaques to be given to the participants were gone by 11:30. DJ Clint Stokes played
the music, the Ross Township Police, Allegheny
County Police, and Berkeley Hills Fire Dept. put
their vehicles on display for the kids in attendance.
The auction baskets and 50/50 were as popular as
ever. Eat’n Park donated 7 dozen Smiley Cookies
to the event. The Ross Twp. Fire Police donated
their time to direct traffic on Cemetery Lane.
We had two Junior Dragsters attend with their
actual race cars. They displayed their cars, and the
youngsters even took a few cruises around the lot
to the enjoyment of the crowd!
The Valley Classic Car Club would like to thank
this year’s sponsor, Benson Lincoln who brought
eight new Lincolns for attendees to test drive. For every
test drive taken during the car cruise, a $25 donation
was made to the Children’s Dyslexia Center.
The Valley Classic Car Club welcomes anyone
with an interest in cars. You can find us on Facebook,
or simply email us at valleycarclub@gmail.com and
we will give you the info to join. Owning a classic car
is not a requirement. You just need an interest in the
car hobby!

14

ritenow

|

SEPTEMBER 2017

2200

$

News

Next Event

Sunday, September 10
see complete details on page 32

raised

412.939.3579

|

valleyofpittsburgh.org

15

TheOffice
A message from the Secretary of the Valley of Pittsburgh

VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH

Something
for
Everyone
By David W. Morgans, 33˚

THE VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH IS
a large and active Valley. We offer many
opportunities for our members and
their families and friends to get together
for not only fellowship and fun, but also
to support the Masonic Youth program,
to help children overcome the challenges of dyslexia, and to get involved
with the community at large. There is
something for everyone at
the Valley of Pittsburgh.

The Valley of Pittsburgh will even give
you an opportunity to walk off all the
calories from the Oktoberfest the
following week. On Saturday, October
7th the Valley will have the annual
Walk-A-Thon for the Children’s
Dyslexia Center.
My Brothers, we have many other
exciting events coming up
this year. The Fall Reunion
and the Holiday parties are
just around the corner. It
would be impossible for
one person to take part
in all the activities of the
Valley, but you can certainly
take part in one or more
sometime this year. Your
Brothers would be glad
to see you.

We offer
many
opportunities
for our
members
and their
families
and friends.

Just in September alone, we
have our Stated Meeting
on Thursday, September
7th where we will have a
great meal for only $10.00
per person (worth $2025 at any restaurant). We
will honor our long-time
members with our 50 and
60-year presentations. We
will have two short plays
free of charge (one for the
ladies while we have our
meeting and one for all of
us afterward) performed
by the Valley’s Ghost Light
Productions theater club.
We will have door prizes and a 50/50
raffle which will be drawn during dessert after the play. And, the dress code
for the evening is business casual.

There will be a free car show here on
Sunday, September 10th from 11:003:00. There will be door prizes given out
and refreshments will be for sale with
all proceeds going to the Children’s
Dyslexia Center. And on Saturday,
September 30th, in addition to the $6 all
you can eat breakfast from 9:00-10:30
a.m. that benefits the Masonic Youth
program, there will be an Oktoberfest
dinner and beer tasting at 5:00 p.m.
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If you have any questions
about activities or events
in the Valley please call
the office at 412-939-3579
or email me at secretary@
valleyofpittsburgh.org and
I will be happy to get you
some answers.

David W. Morgans, 33˚
secretary@valleyofpittsburgh.org

Viewpoint

Milestones, Anniversaries,
and Celebrations
By Rev. John H. Piper, 33˚

BY THE TIME YOU READ THIS ARTICLE,

my wife and I will have returned from
spending three weeks in England and
Sweden, staying and traveling with
friends who live in London.
At the June Communication of our
Grand Lodge, we celebrated the 300th anniversary of the United Grand
Lodge of England—our
Mother Lodge. We even
had a surprise visit by the
Queen! While in London, I intend to visit the
Freemasons’ Hall to take
a tour of their significant
headquarters building and pick up some
souvenirs of the occasion.
While I am writing this article, I have
just watched President Trump and President Macron of France at a news conference in Paris preceding the July 14th
celebration of Bastille Day—the French
Independence Day.
In his talk, our
President reminded us all that it was one

hundred years ago in April 1917 that the
USA entered World War I on the side of
the French and the British, and that over
50,000 “doughboys” made the supreme
sacrifice, primarily in France, to make
the world “safe for democracy.”

wedded bliss. (There were those at the
time who gave us 2 years at the best!)
As a Mason, this year I will receive
two 50-year pins, one for the Chapter and
one for the Commandery. My Scottish
Rite journey began later. I was a Hospitaler’s aide while I was
only a 3rd degree Mason.
Later, after I became a
Grand Chaplain of the
Grand Lodge, our dear
recently departed brother, Bill Roberts, suggested
I join the Valley and even
paid my initiation fees!
For his kindness and support and encouragement I will forever be
grateful.
Life is filled with significant anniversaries and milestones for our world,
our nation, our lodges, our families and
ourselves. Take time to celebrate these
occasions and don’t forget to pause and
give thanks to our Creator and Sustainer
for all these blessings of life.

Life is filled with significant
anniversaries and milestones.
Earlier this year, many of us gathered
to celebrate a milestone in the life of a
friend and mentor, Sam Williamson, on
the occasion of his 90th birthday (I think
we surprised him!).
This month, I will join my fellow
classmates in Ambridge for our 60th
class reunion. Next year, 2018, my wife,
Carol, and I will celebrate 50 years of

American doughboys arrive in France in 1917 to begin training prior to going up to the trenches.
412.939.3579
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News

CHARITY

Charity Golf Outing
for the Children’s
Dyslexia CenterPittsburgh

The officers of the Gourgas Lodge
of Perfection would like to thank
everyone who helped to make
the 2017 Charity Golf Outing for
the Children’s Dyslexia Center of
Pittsburgh a success. Thank you
to everyone who provided funds,
prizes, and golfers.
Thank you for the generous and
long term support of our major
sponsor Illustrious Brother
Don Sauer, 33° of Allegheny
Financial.

6880

$

raised

Thank you to our corporate
sponsors: Flynn Tire, Biddle
Chiropractic Clinic, R&R Tree
Services, Kress Tire Company,
Partyline Catering, Larry Dunn
Associates, Geese Police of
Western PA, Werner Jewelers,
Shannopin Country Club, and
Howard Concrete Pumping
Company
Thank you to our Lodge
sponsors: King Solomon’s
Lodge No. 346, Dallas Lodge
No. 231, DuquesneMcKeesport Lodge No. 731,
Franklin-St. John-Trinity
Lodge No. 221, South Hills
School of Instruction
Thank you to our individual
sponsors: Illustrious Brother
Tom Sturgeon, 33˚, Bob
Amend and Eric Teasdale
Please mark your calendars for
the Valley of Pittsburgh’s next
charity golf outing in June 2018.
Details will be coming soon.
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Awareness

SYMTOMS OF

SUICIDE

Suicide is a subject that is far too often misunderstood.
The importance of a better understanding of suicide
factors is crucial to the identification and prevention
of this painful and difficult experience.
By Eric Krauss Cohen, 32˚

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH

(NIH) reports that depression will affect
50% of all individuals in this country.
Depression is far and away, the most
prolific of all mental illnesses.
My area of expertise in my practice of
psychotherapy is in mood disorders and
specifically bipolar disorder and depression.
In this focus, I have gained great experience
in the identification of suicidality and the
protocol for prevention and treatment.
My personal, non-clinical experience also
affords me an intimate understanding of
the factors involved in suicidal ideation
and methodology. This experience stems
from my own bouts with depression and
suicidal thought and the loss of friends
and family through suicidal acts.
Briefly, in cases of depression and
suicide, there are fluctuations in the
neurotransmitters present in the human
brain. Depletions of certain chemicals
(epinephrine, norepinephrine, dopamine,
etc.) leads to classic signs of depression

including lethargy, hopelessness, rumination,
and gross changes in self-care including
eating, sleeping, and personal hygiene.
Conversely, increases in these same
chemicals can lead to mania, hypomania,
and mixed mood states.
Predictors of the potential for suicidal
ideation, attempts, and completion include:
family history, limited social networks,
limited coping mechanisms, previous
issues with addiction, poverty, recent
significant life changes, recent loss of loved
ones, declining health, and prolonged
and unexplained depression or change in
cognition (i.e. onset of schizophrenia).
There are also environmental factors.
Although it is quite normal to suffer
depression following any great emotional
loss (death, illness, change in quality of life,
broken-heartedness, etc.), there also comes
a normal conclusion to the mourning.
When this rebound does not naturally
occur, medicine and therapy are tools of
recovery. Some individuals benefit from

the advice of clergy, the love and support
of their social and familial networks, and
even in certain physical protocols (sex,
chocolate, etc.). Drugs such as alcohol,
nicotine, caffeine, and others allow
temporary relief but can, in fact, prolong
or even amplify the psychic suffering.
Suicide attempts do not typically occur
in the depths of depression; for as much
as the affected individual may loathe life
and desire an end to their suffering, they
simply lack the motivation and energy to
follow through with any productive plan.
It is more typical that suicide attempts
occur when an individual is moving into
or out of depression. Additionally, when
an affected individual is in a mixed mood
state, they have simultaneous elements
of manic energy and depressive, negative
thought.
One of the first connections of affected
mood is the partial or complete lack of
logical thought. The objective perspective
of one’s own life circumstances, causality
412.939.3579
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Symtoms of Suicide

of mood, and finality of such acts is impossible to perceive
when affected by mood. My clinical supervisor taught me
the adage that the thing about suicide is that two weeks later
you would have felt better. Although dysthymia and melancholy tend to be lifelong disorders, they do not typically
run the same risk of volatility that the aforementioned mood
disorders do.
The signs of depression not otherwise conveyed include:
gross changes in weight in either direction, significant swings
in energy, withdrawal from social activities, changes in
personal hygiene, sudden and extreme fluctuations in
spending (including shopping, gambling, acquisition of life
insurance policies), and morbid conversations. Although
some individuals will make half-hearted efforts to attempt
suicide in the hopes of being stopped, far too many individuals successfully complete the act without any warning, and
sometimes without any post-mortem explanation. Women
tend to attempt suicide through peaceful methods (intentional overdoses, bleeding out, etc.), men tend to undertake
more violent and reliable methods (shooting, hanging, auto
incidents).
When attempting to help someone whom you assume
is suicidal, it quickly proves to be an effort in futility to talk
them out of hurting themselves through logical argument.
Their reality, their pain, is very real and as incomprehensible
to you as your justifications for living are to them. Psychic
pain is quite real. As indicated earlier, I have suffered
through bouts of depression earlier in my life and on more
than one occasion, ending my life
seemed to be the best solution.
Physical pain can also legitimize
the desire for relief, albeit permanent. When misfortune befalls us
as it has me, there must be some
promise of an end to the suffering.
It is difficult to see that potential,
especially when the pain lingers.
We see this in celebrity accounts.
Ernest Hemingway, Nick Drake,
Bud Dwyer, Kurt Cobain, Chris
Cornell, Chester Pennington, and
countless others have succumbed
to the desire to stop their suffering.
We all have loved ones that have
been affected by suicide. I lost a
school mate in 9th grade to suicide.
I lost relatives as well. Far too
often, seeing our loved ones and
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our social and artistic icons commit the act of suicide leads
us to mimic their actions for reasons ranging from loyalty
to loss of connection. Although I assert that an individual
has the right to live their own lives as they wish and that
suicide is demonized through religion, frequently, suicide
is preventable, regrettable, and extremely damaging to the
people involved in the victim’s life.

There are free societal supports
for suicide prevention.
There are free societal supports for suicide prevention.
Among the best of these are an individual’s Employee
Assistance Programs (EAP), The National Suicide Prevention
Hotline 800-273-8255, Western Psychiatric Institute & Clinic
412-624-2100, CACTIS Mobile Crisis Service (211) in
Pennsylvania, and various community mental health agencies.
This subject warrants more discussion and explanation than
I could possibly offer here. I am always available to field
questions, offer a referral, or share personal experiences
related to depression and suicide. The embarrassment
that we sometimes feel when suffering with mental illness
is self-defeating. We all run the risk of suffering the same
trauma and none of us get through life without the love and
support of those around us. Please reach out to someone
if you are suffering or know of someone who is suffering.

Hospi-what?
A message from the Chairman of the Valley of Pittsburgh Hospitaler Committee

HOSPITALERS

So,
what
does the
Valley of
Pittsburgh
Hospitaler
do?
By Vito A. Urso, 33˚

THIS IS A QUESTION THAT MANY
members of the Valley ask me after I
give my report at our meetings.

how big or small, to the Hospitaler’s
Fund are greatly appreciated. They make
a difference in the lives of our members.

The quick answer is that my staff (I
could never do it without them) and I
stay very busy learning of and meeting
the needs of our members. What does
that mean? Here is just a partial list of
the things we have done over the last
several months:

If you know of anyone in need, or if
you would like to get involved with
the Hospitaler’s staff, please contact
the Valley Office at 412-939-3579.

•

Mailed cards to members and
families: 7 birthday cards to
members over 100 years old; 30
Get Well cards, 6 sympathy cards

•

Three funeral visitations

•

Loaned three wheelchairs

•

Loaned two hospital beds

•

Remitted the dues of twenty
Brothers for illness or financial need

•

Took 30 boxes of candy or cookies
to shut-in and hospitalized members

•

Installed five chair rails in homes
at a cost of $6,000

•

Gave financial assistance to five
worthy Brothers in need

These things could only be accomplished
with the help of a dedicated staff, and
the generous contributions of you, our
members. Your contributions, no matter

Associate Hospitaler

Rev. Harold L. Knappenberger, 33°
Hospitaler Staff

Charles J. Anthony
Jeff A. Biddle, 33˚
Charles M. Bombich, 33˚
William B. Finlay, III
James B. Flaherty
James R. Flanigan, 33˚
John W. Hisiro, 33°
James McMahon
Thomas W. Murray
John H. Piper, 33˚
Harry Readshaw, III, 33˚
Robert Ruff
Michael E. Schomburger
John P. Turkovsky, 33˚
Larry G. Wiltrout
Thank you for your generous support!

Vito A. Urso, 33˚
hospitaler@valleyofpittsburgh.org

412.939.3579

|

valleyofpittsburgh.org

23

Upon the Checkered Pavement

PART ONE

The
Coach’s Manifesto

D. Todd Ballenger, 33˚

By D. Todd Ballenger, 33˚

WELCOME BACK, SPORTS FANS, TO MY LITTLE

corner of the ice. For those of you who are regular readers
of RiteNow and have been kind enough to spend some time
in my column in the past few issues, you’ll know that we’re
talking hockey. To you rookies, don’t get all fidgety on your
skates. I’m going to give you the game plan.
As a youth hockey coach, I am the fortunate beneficiary
of a considerable amount of training both on and off the ice.
Some of this training is game specific—x’s and o’s, if you like.
Some of it relates to health and safety, which are always primary
concerns when teaching a contact sport. But quite a bit of
time in the coach’s training regimen is spent on team dynamics
—that is, taking a variety of players with different skill sets
and motivations and getting them all to perform as a team.
Now as talented as the players may be, it often takes a
skilled coach to find the right combinations of personality
and performance to have a hockey club function at its peak.
In my two previous columns, I introduced a promotional tool
distributed by USA Hockey that encapsulates many terrific

concepts behind having the right attitude for a player. This
poster is affectionately known as The Player Manifesto. Well,
friends, the responsibility for being a good team doesn’t
reside solely with the players on the ice. Sometimes it is the
wisdom, foresight, and leadership of the coaching staff that
balances out the contributing parts of a successful team.
And with that, I would like to introduce you to the guide for
having the right attitude as a coach—The Coach’s Manifesto.
Like The Player Manifesto, the version for
coaches carries a striking reminder in bold red
USA
lettering: BE A COACH. It may seem obvious,
Hockey’s
but one of the first things I discovered as a
Coaching
coach and a leader is that you should know
Guide
your own role and trust others to carry out the
assignments you give them. You can’t be both
a player and a coach with the same effectiveness. Commit to
the job and do your best. And with that, I’d like to share some
of my favorite team-building concepts from the coach’s side
of the bench.

Seeing the Light

Coaches listen and learn from each other.
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The best teacher shows you where to look, but not what to see.
What? We’re still talking about hockey, right? Ahhh, you’re
catching on, I see. Hockey is a game that is almost always in
motion and varies greatly in both speed and intensity. In fact,
becoming accustomed to the differences in time and space as
players grow and advance in the game is an important part
of the learning process. A good coach can teach a player how
to position himself within the team’s system, but it is up to
the player to take this knowledge and actively apply it to his
game on the ice according to his ability within the natural
ebb and flow of game play.
Off the ice, you can use this leadership concept to great
effect at home, at work, and in your lodge. Think of any
situation that may call for a mentor. We are charged with
teaching the guiding principles of the Craft and the duties of

Upon the Checkered Pavement
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the Lodge in such a way that every Brother should be able to
apply what he has learned in any situation that he may face
in the future. Give your team the knowledge and confidence
to always perform to the best of their abilities, while allowing
each member the opportunity to discover those principles
and skills that best enhance his individual contribution to the
group.

For the Love of the Game
Be a relationship counselor between a player and their love of
the game. Tom Hanks once said, “It’s supposed to be hard. If
it was easy, everybody would do it. It’s the hard that makes it
great.” Seriously—one of my all-time favorite movie quotes.
The fact that he was talking about baseball notwithstanding,
the gist is the same. At some point, everyone gets frustrated;
everyone gets fed up; everyone decides that he no longer
wants to be a part of the team. As a coach and leader, the burden often falls on you to help your player deal with the issue
he is trying to work through and, more especially, remind
him of the beauty of the game and why he chose to play it in
the first place.
Fraternal relations are no different. Your job as a leader
(officer, mentor, Past Master) is to tune out the static and to
help remind those in your care why they chose to be Freemasons. Do not underestimate this task, as it can be one of the
most important and difficult that you may encounter. I have
witnessed pettiness and ill will cause rifts between individuals that spread throughout the lodge. But if, as leaders, we are
careful to recognize such situations at their onset and remind
each other of our obligations and responsibilities as Brothers, I find that much of the angst can be avoided. We should
remember the Ancient Charges, which detail how we are to
treat not only our Brethren both in and out of the Lodge, but
our families, friends, and co-workers as well. Leaders in the
Lodge are the same as coaches on the ice. They serve their
teams as guides, fonts of knowledge, and calming influences in stressful times. They are also, by necessity, organizers,
disciplinarians, counselors, and confidants, working for the
success of the team and for the love of the game.
Next time I’ll share a bit more of the coach’s perspective
and show how beneficial it is for the team when both players
and coaches work together. Until then, keeps your heads up
and your feet moving.

2015-16 SHAHA Panthers Bantam B Champions

Coaches love the game (and get the best seats)

Good shift, everybody!

Monitoring warm-ups for South Park High School
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#PGH48HFP
Bob Dunkle,
Julia Bahney, and PJ Roup
turn in the film

Cast and crew work on the set of Ghost Light’s film, The Last of Ride of Dick Dice.
THE CONCEPT: A GENRE, A CHARACTER,

A Line, A Prop.
Simple? No. Fun? Absolutely!
On July 14th, Ghost Light Productions,
along with 36 other teams were randomly
assigned movie genres, then at 7:00 p.m.,
all were given the same character (Hunter
or Haley Drakely, Health Inspector), line
of dialogue (“Did you read my tweet?”),
and prop (a die or dice). The teams had
48 hours to write, film, edit, score, and
submit a four to seven-minute short film.
The team of 29 worked through Friday
night writing the script as well as securing
and readying the film locations, props,
and wardrobe necessary to complete their
movie, The Last Ride of Dick Dice.
The film was one of thirteen selected
to be screened At the “Best Of ” screening

on August 11, and took home the award
for Best Use of Prop.

Visit the Valley
website for a
link to view
The Last Ride
of Dick Dice

The cast and crew described the sleepless weekend as intense, daunting, and
terrifying, but most of all rewarding.
Congratulations to Ghost Light
for bringing this unique honor to
the Valley of Pittsburgh!

Best Use of
Prop Award
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The Modern Vitruvian

WE’VE ALL HEARD the expression There’s no “I” in team. It speaks to the idea that true

teamwork is best accomplished when egos and individual desires become subservient
to the best interests of the group. The group in question may be a sports team, a musical
ensemble, a corporation, or to speak in our vernacular, a Masonic body.

There’s No I in Team, But Is There a You?
By P.J. Roup, 33˚

The first time I had heard that
clever aphorism, I was running high
school cross country. We had just lost
a close race due in part to each of us
thinking of ourselves individually and
not supporting each other on the run.
“There’s no I in team,” Coach Merwin
told us.
Tired and dejected from the loss,
and ever wanting to be the funny guy,
I quipped back, “Yeah, but there’s an M
and an E, so it’s pretty much the same
thing.”
“Good one, PJ,” he replied, unamused. “Tomorrow, the whole team
can run an extra two miles, and
afterward, you can explain to everyone
what I was really trying to tell you.”
Needless to say, I got the point.
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You might be wondering what,
if anything, my reminiscence has to
do with Scottish Rite Masonry. Keep
reading. I’m getting there.
Currently, the Valley of Pittsburgh
has just over 5,000 members. Great,
you might say. That’s a lot. I won’t
argue that 5,000 is a large number, but
let me give you some context. The last
time our Valley had 5,000 members
was 1912. From then until 1966, we
grew steadily until we reached our
peak membership of 29,226. To give
you a little more context, in the decade
of the 1960s, we initiated 5,022 new
members into the Valley of Pittsbugh.
So, while 5,000 might seem like a
lot of members, it is not. When we had
almost 30,000 members, there were
more people who wanted to be officers
than there were slots to be filled. We

would routinely have more than 100
people on the stage during the 32nd
Degree, and Valley functions would
sell out regularly.
I’m not trying to paint a bleak

P.J. Roup, 33˚

picture. There are natural ebbs and flows
within the membership of any organization. Civic, social, and religious groups
are all seeing the same things. The salient
point is that as membership contracts,

the importance of the contribution of the
individual expands.
Now, more than ever, your Valley
needs you. With each new group of
leaders comes new opportunities to serve.
Scattered about this issue of RiteNow
are details of past events, schedules of
upcoming events, information about reunions, clubs, and fundraisers. I would be
willing to bet that there is truly something
for everyone to enjoy. I would even take it
a step further and say that there is a place
in the Valley where you could make a
difference. There is a team you could join
that would benefit from your expertise,
organization, hard work, or compassion.
You don’t need to own a classic car to
be in the Car Club. You don’t need to be
an actor to be a part of Ghost Light. You
don’t need to have a bike to join Hiram’s
Riders. All of those clubs could use some-

one with passion. Whether it’s setting
up before or tearing down after events,
taking tickets and ushering for a play, or
selling raffle tickets, your help would be
appreciated. Reunions, fundraisers and
meetings don’t happen on their own either. A lot of time and energy is dedicated
to making them look effortless. Step in
and offer to help. I can promise you that
you won’t be refused. Many hands make
light work, right?
If you’re not sure how to get involved,
call the Valley office and ask where you
can make a difference. Better still, just
come out to an event or two. . .or even
three. See what you like, what speaks to
you. Then talk to someone in charge. The
rest will take care of itself.
We all know that there is no I in team,
but there should definitely be a YOU!

412.939.3579
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Your Health

PART ONE

Lyme
Disease
By Dr. Glenn D. Miller, II, 33˚

LYME DISEASE IS A BACTERIAL INFECTION THAT
is caused by four main species of bacteria. In North America,
Borrelia mayonii and Borrelia burgdorferi are the two
causative bacteria. Lyme disease occurs on every continent
except Antarctica, and is spread to humans from infected
small mammals and birds by the bite of an Ixodes tick (western
black-legged ticks on the West Coast and deer ticks throughout other regions of the United States). Lyme disease has
been reported in all 50 states, although the highest incidence
is in the New England, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, Midwest,
and West Coast regions. Lyme disease is the most common
disease spread by ticks in the Northern Hemisphere with
approximately 300,000 new cases each year in the United
States and 65,000 new cases each year in Europe. Infections
are most common in spring-early summer.
Lyme disease gets its name from Old Lyme, Connecticut
where it was first diagnosed as a distinct illness in 1975. Prior
to 1975, the disease was mistaken for juvenile rheumatoid
arthritis. However, the first description of Lyme disease may
have appeared in the writings of Reverend Dr. John Walker
in 1764 after he visited the Island of Jura (Deer Island) off
Scotland’s west coast. More recently the DNA of the bacteria
that causes Lyme disease has been isolated from preserved
museum specimens of a deer tick in Germany dating back
to 1884 and an infected mouse from Cape Cod that died in
1894. Even more astonishing is the fact that the 2010 autopsy
of Otzi the Iceman, the mummified body of a man that lived
in 3300 BC and was discovered in 1991 on the Austria/Italy
border, revealed the DNA of the causative bacteria making
him the earliest known human infected with Lyme disease.
The infecting ticks are most often in the nymphal, or
immature, stage of development and are about the size of a
poppy seed (Figure 1). Because of this extremely small size,
and the fact that their bite is painless due to secretions from
the tick that prevent people from feeling any itch or pain,
people often do not realize that they have been bitten. The
tick usually must be attached to a person for 36-48 hours in
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Infecting ticks
are commonly
found in grassy
areas, such
as those often
traversed when
hiking.

order for that person to become infected
with the bacteria. At this point in time
the tick will appear swollen with blood.
However, it should be noted that transmission of Lyme disease to a person from
a tick bite is rare, with only approximately
1% of recognized tick bites resulting in
the disease. This is because tick infection
rates can vary widely (0% to more than
70%) in the same geographical region.
Lyme disease can affect multiple body
systems and can result in a broad range
of symptoms. The incubation period
from the tick bite/infection to the onset
of symptoms can be anywhere from a few
days all the way up to several months or

Figure 1

Dr. Glenn D. Miller, 33˚

(top)

Figure 2
(bottom)

even years. However, the typical time
frame is one to two weeks. The stages of
Lyme disease are usually broken down
into early localized infection, early
disseminated infection, and late disseminated infection. Early localized infection
can occur before the infection spreads
throughout the body. The classic sign at
this stage is the “bull’s-eye” or target rash
(erythema chronicum migrans) which is
a red, circular, outwardly expanding rash
that is usually painless (Figure 2). However, many people develop only a red,
“non-target” rash. These rashes usually
appear 3-30 days after the tick bite. It
should also be noted that up to 20-30% of

infected people do not develop any rash
at all. Infected people can also develop
flu-like symptoms such as fever, chills,
sweats, headache, nausea, fatigue, muscle
aches, and joint pain in this early localized period.
Early disseminated infection occurs
within days to weeks after the onset of the
early localized infection stage. During
this stage, the rash may spread to other
parts of the body even though these sites
were not involved with actual tick bites.
Various neurological problems can
develop including Bell’s palsy (facial
droop on one or both sides of the face);
mild encephalitis which can lead to

memory loss, mood changes, sleeping
difficulties, or altered mental status;
abnormal skin sensations and shooting
pains secondary to inflammation of the
nerve roots in the spinal cord; meningitis
which can present with severe headaches,
light sensitivity, and neck stiffness; and
slow heart rates due to effects on the
heart’s electrical conduction system.
Late disseminated infection can occur
in people who are not treated or who
were inadequately treated. This stage
usually occurs several months after
becoming infected and signifies that the
infection has spread throughout the body.
Chronic neurological symptoms can
occur in approximately 5% of untreated
people. These neurological symptoms
include a polyneuropathy that involves
numbness, tingling, and shooting pains
in the hands and feet. Lyme arthritis can
develop and usually affects the knees,
although other joints can be affected
including the shoulders, elbows, wrists,
hips, and ankles. Joint swelling is a
common occurrence and joint erosion
can also occur with Lyme arthritis.
Lyme encephalopathy can occur and
result in insomnia, personality changes,
and cognitive difficulties. Chronic
encephalomyelitis may develop and result
in significant cognitive impairment,
migraine headaches, leg weakness, vertigo
and balance difficulties, awkward gait,
back pain, and bladder issues including
increased urinary frequency, bladder
pain, incontinence, and urinary retention.
Panic attacks and anxiety can also
develop, as well as delusional behavior
and frank psychosis in rare instances.
In the next issue of RiteNow we will
conclude our discussion on Lyme disease
and cover the prevention, treatment, and
prognosis of the disease.
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TheLatest
Important happenings coming soon to the Valley of Pittsburgh

SEP

10

Proceeds will benefit the Valley of
Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center.
For more information call Bill at:
412-487-4358

OCT

7

Fall Car Cruise

Walk-A-Thon

Open to any Vintage, Classic, Antique, Modern Muscle Cars,
and Hot Rods. Car Clubs are welcome to attend. There will be
a D.J. playing oldies, and family fun for all ages! There will be
food , prizes, a 50/50 raffle, silent auction baskets, giveaways
every 30 minutes and much more.

This is Pittsburgh’s 14th annual Walk to Help Children
With Dyslexia. You can help by registering, sponsoring
a walker or a team, donating a gift basket, or even just
coming out and cheering our walkers on. Please see the
Children’s Dyslexia Center article on page 11.

TIME:

11AM to 3PM
Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center (GPMC)
COST: Free
RSVP: None required

TIME:

LOCATION:

LOCATION:

Reservations are required!

SEP

30

Please contact the Valley Office:
secretary@valleyofpittsburgh.org
412-939-3579

8:30AM Registration, 10AM Walk begins
GPMC
COST: $15/adult, $10/child (6-12 yrs), FREE (<6 yrs)
RSVP: September 15 (after September 15, $25/adult)

DEC

2

Reservations are required!

Please contact the Valley Office:
secretary@valleyofpittsburgh.org
412-939-3579

Oktoberfest/Beer Tasting

Valley Christmas Luncheon

The Valley welcomes you to our rathskellar! Join us for an
authentic German buffet, great music and a beer tasting
from several of Pittsburgh’s craft brewers. Reservations are
required. You can reserve tables of eight or we can place you
with your brothers, their friends, and family as you celebrate
the end of the summer.

Celebrate the Holidays in style at the beautiful Shannopin Country Club in the North Hills of Pittsburgh. The
Valley’s adult luncheon is open to all Scottish Rite Masons
and their guests. You can reserve a full table, or have the
office assign your seats for you.

TIME:

5:30PM to 10PM (Food service begins at 6:30PM)
GPMC
COST: $35/person, includes food, beer, tasting glass
RSVP: September 20

TIME:

LOCATION:

LOCATION:

11AM Social hour, lunch to follow
Shannopin Country Club
COST: $30/person
RSVP: November 27

Fellowship Breakfast
You can’t find a better breakfast with better company that supports a better cause.
The breakfast is cooked and served by our local DeMolay and Rainbow and the
proceeds benefit those organizations.
32

Reservations are required!

Please contact the Children’s Dyslexia Center:
412-931-3181
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9AM to 10:30AM
GPMC
COST: $6/person (all you can eat)
RSVP: None required
TIME:

LOCATION:

To have an event listed in future issues, please contact the Valley Office
at 412-939-3579, or by email at secretary@valleyofpittsburgh.org

Upcoming
Events
OCT

DEC

9

For more information,
please contact the Valley Office:
secretary@valleyofpittsburgh.org
412-939-3579

7

Community Festival at
Masonic Villages Sewickley
OCTOBER 7, 2017
(see back cover for details)

Children’s Christmas Party
Bring your children, grandchildren, or friends to the Valley’s
Children’s Christmas Party hosted by Pennsylvania Council,
Princes of Jerusalem. There will be entertainment, cookies, pizza,
and a visit from a very special man in a red suit! Even better,
every child will receive a gift.
10:30AM
GPMC
COST: Free
RSVP: None required
TIME:

OCT

21

Autumn Days at
Masonic Villages Elizabethtown
OCTOBER 21, 2017
(see back cover for details)
NOV

LOCATION:

2

Valley of Pittsburgh
Stated Meeting
NOVEMBER 2, 2017

DEC

16

Reservations are required!

Please contact the Valley Office:
secretary@valleyofpittsburgh.org
412-939-3579

NOV

3

NOV

4

Valley of Uniontown Fall Reunion

Hiram’s Riders Christmas Party
The Hiram’s Riders Christmas Party will again be held at the
Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center. Your ticket includes elegant
appetizers, a delicious dinner, and beer and wine. There will
also be door prizes. The luncheon is open to all Scottish Rite
Masons, their family, and friends.

NOVEMBER 3-4, 2017
NOV

NOV

10 11

2017 Queen City Invitational

Join Scottish Rite brethren from six states and the
Northern and Southern Jusrisdictions for a unique
event for candidates and members alike!

NOVEMBER 10-11, 2017, Cincinnati, Ohio
9PM Appetizers, 7PM Dinner
LOCATION: GPMC
COST: $20/person
RSVP: December 1
TIME:

SEP

OCT

NOV

30 28 25

(see the Valley website for details)
NOV

NOV

17 18
Valley of Pittsburgh Fall Reunion
to honor Ill. Raymond T. Dietz, 33˚,
R.W.G.M.
NOVEMBER 17-18, 2017
(see page 35 for details)

412.939.3579
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Advertisement

Fraternal Classified Services Directory
These listed businesses subscribe to providing high quality customer service, delivered with a sense of warmth, friendliness, individual

ACCOUNTING & TAXATION

DISC JOCKEY

Richard A. Reynolds, CPA
www.RichReynoldsCPA.com

412-795-4194

ADVERTISING SPECIALITIES
Grimes Advertising
Eddie Grimes

412-921-1325

804-516-4602
www.rnr2insure.us

Henry Miller, III, Esq.
Wills, Estates, Real Estate
West & Associates, P.C.
C. Arthur West III

412-566-2565
millerhiii@aol.com
412-486-2800
www.west-legal.com

AUCTION SERVICES
Johnson Auction Service
724-457-1100
Mark K. Giles
147 Flaugherty Run Rd.
AUTOMOTIVE
American Classics/Street Rods 814-268-1234
Dennis A. Liegey, 1026 3rd Ave., Brockway, PA
Flynn’s Tire & Auto Service
724-346-3701
18 Locations
www.FlynnsTire.com
W. L. Davison Forensic Services
Since 1986
412-551-1491
BAKERY/ESPRESSO BAR
Patti’s Pasticceria
412-896-6246
Patti Macey
PattisPasticceria@gmail.com
BEARINGS & POWER TRANSMISSION
Gipson Bearing & Supply Co. 412-462-7960
Craig Gipson
www.gipsonbearing.com
CATERING
Hudson’s Catering
724-4438-2025
Richard Hudson www.UniontownCatering.com
Party Line Catering
Brian Meador

412-882-7110

CHIMNEY REPOINTING & REBUILDING
Coffey Contracting Co. Inc.
412-341-1127
Tom Coffey
thomas.coffey3@verizon.net
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Alex Landscaping
724-327-2539
Alex Walters
alexlandscaping@comcast.net
MACHINE SHOP

412-831-3159
724-926-8588
www.daleyplanning.net

George Irvin Green Funeral Home
Munhall
Donald Green
412-461-6394
Readshaw Funeral Home
Pittsburgh - Kevin R. Dieterle

412-882-3850

Slater Funeral Homes
412-563-2800
Mt. Washington, Scott Twp., Bethel Park
Warco-Falvo Funeral Home
Tim Warco, Washington, PA

724-225-1500

Young Funeral Home Ltd
William F. Young, Jr., Butler, PA

724-283-3333

MEN’S CLOTHING & FORMALWEAR

MERCHANT CREDIT/DEBIT CARD SERVICE
Nationwide Payments
jpodolinski@getnationwide.com

Joe Podolinski
724-366-4900

MOTORCOACH TRANSPORTATION
Budget Charters
Gary F. Shimshock

724-246-1982

MORTGAGES
Paul E. Klaus, President/CEO 412-559-4030
Wholesale Rates
Paul@PAEquity.com
PLUMBING

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Bergfelt Heating, Cooling & Remodeling
Bro. Eric Bergfelt, Sr.
412-761-5774
Ralph Dankmyer, Inc.
Installation & Service

Johnston Machine Works, Inc.
Bob Johnston
724-695-7730

Chilbert & Co. Formalwear & More
Ray Petronio
412-264-3700

FUNERAL SERVICE
Jefferson Memorial Cemetery & Funeral Home
Pleasant Hills
412-655-4500

Robert X. Medonis & Associates
Wills, Estates, Litigation
412-531-3131

ritenow

814-860-1258

Allegheny Investors Ltd
Donald E. Sauer, CFP
Daley & Associates
John T. Daley

ATTORNEYS
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DJ Nick Barcio
www.DJBarcio.com
FINANCIAL PLANNING

AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE
Ross & Ross, Ltd.
Allen W. Ross

LANDSCAPING

412-431-5326
412-600-7070

HOME REMODELERS
Unglo Construction LLC
412-977-8924
Building, Renovation & Remodeling
PA069933
INSURANCE
Colonial-Fleming Insurance, Inc.
Michael Misour
724-274-6333

McCarrison Plumbing Co.
Ronald L. McCarrison

412-795-2529

John R. Meyers Plumbing, Inc. 412-787-2370
Since 1972, John R. Meyers
PRINTING
Unity Printing
Lisa Frederick

724-537-5800
www.unityprinting.com

REALTOR
Harry Anderson - Northwood
HAnderson@Northwood.com

412-487-3200

ROOFING

Doege Insurance Agency, Inc.
Buzz Doege

412-351-8820

Coffey Contracting Co. Inc.
412-341-1127
Tom Coffey
thomas.coffey3@verizon.net

Rodgers Insurance Group
James M. Wehur

412-922-1651

SHOE REPAIRS

State Farm Insurance
Brian Winfield

724-864-9000

Mazza Shoe Repairing
Vincent M. Mazza

JEWELER
Werner Jewelers Since 1969
Pines Plaza Shopping Center

412-341-7493
618 Brookline Blvd.

STEEL BUILDINGS
412-367-2336

Bennett Buildings Inc.
1-888-827-8335
Bob Bennett
bennettbuildings@aol.com

Membership

pride, respect, honesty, and the fraternal spirit.

TOWING
Marchand Auto Service’s
24 Hr. Towing & Recovery

724-222-2580

TRAILERS
Barnyard Trailer Sales
Gregg Wilson

724-438-7658

TRAVEL
Worldview Travel
H. Carl Brandtonies

412-344-4845
carib@worldview-travel.com

TREE & STUMP SERVICE
R & R Tree & Stump Service
Brian Ritenour

1-800-282-8781

Dragonfly Industries
412-614-0953
Heavy Highway Construction, Joseph A. Schrock
josephs@dragonflyindustriesllc.com
Kirk Trucking Service Inc.
724-468-8100
Donald L. Cox
don@kirktrucking.com
Merlot Vango
1-800-443-8277
Automatic Tarps for Dump Trucks & Flatbeds
Truck Tarpaulin Systems, Digital Vinyl Sign
Printing, all sizes, Flatbeds: 8’ to 24’ Aluminum
Vince Merlot 50 year member
10 Plum St., Verona, PA 15147
VIDEO SECURITY

THE CLASS HONOREE FOR THIS YEAR’S REUNION is Illustrious
Raymond T. Dietz, Right Worshipful Grand Master. Mark your calendars, come visit with your Brothers, see some of the best degree work
you can find, get your passports stamped, and help your Valley honor
one of its own. You’ll be glad you did.
CLASS HONOREE

Ill. Raymond T. Dietz, 33˚
Right Worshipful Grand Master
Conferral Schedule

Enterprise Video Systems
724-940-2333
Tim Heeter
www.evideosystems.com
VIDEOGRAPHY SERVICE
The Perfect Image
Gregory S. Wilson

Friday, November 17 and
Saturday, November 18, 2017

724-455-7378
724-640-2011

TRUCKING / TARPAULIN SYSTEMS
Bee Mac Trucking
Rick Macklin

Fall’17
Reunion

1-866-438-5146
PerfectImageDVD.com

FRIDAY EVENING

5:00P Registration and Dinner
		
Welcome by
		 Thrice Potent Master
		
Declaration of Principles
		
Communication
		 of 5th-13th Degrees
		 4th Degree DVD
7:00P 14th Degree
8:30P 19th Degree

For advertising rates and information,
please contact the Valley Office at
412-939-3579, or by email at
secretary@valleyofpittsburgh.org

SATURDAY MORNING

8:00A Coffee and Donuts
9:00A 15th Degree
10:15A Class Picture
10:45P 18th Degree
12:00P Lunch
SATURDAY AFTERNOON

1:00P Communication of 21st
		 and 23rd-31st Degrees
1:10P 22nd Degree DVD
2:15P 20th Degree
3:45P 32nd Degree
		 Official Reception

412.939.3579
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Gourgas Lodge of Perfection

FPO

SEWICKLEY

Community
Festival
Saturday, October 7, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Parade beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Pittsburgh Police Emerald Society Pipes & Drums
Numerous police departments from the Pittsburgh area
Dedication of the NEW Veterans Garden
Tours of the community
Vendor craft show
Wing cook-off

Kids’ activities: petting zoo, bounce house and face painting
Food and refreshments
Musical guests: Donna and Mark Groom, the Quaker Valley
Marching Band and DJ Phil Lenz
Local businesses, fire and rescue and Masonic groups
Masonic Village Farm Market

Autumn Day 2017
Elizabethtown

ADMIT ONE

The Veterans Garden at the Masonic Village at Sewickley will recognize and
honor veterans in a meaningful, lasting way. It will be a place for loved ones to pray
for, celebrate and memorialize those who have, and those who continue, to serve
our country.
The statue of Brother and President George Washington, water fountain,
pond and benches are available for individual recognition on a bronze or Corian tile.

Individuals and Lodges may purchase pavers to be inscribed with the name
of donor(s), veteran(s) or loved one(s) serving in the armed forces. The sale of
the pavers supports the construction and maintenance of this sacred area.
Contact the Office of Gift Planning for more details at 1-800-599-6454 or visit
MasonicCharitiesPa.org.

Autumn Day
ELIZABETHTOWN

Saturday, October 21, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2017

ADMIT ONE

Save The Date

2017

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center
3579 Masonic Way
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-2700

Join members and friends at the Masonic Village at Elizabethtown for entertainment, information, food
served from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., farm market stands, children’s games, music, model trains, classic cars, farm
animals, Masonic family organization booths and much more. Autumn Day provides the perfect opportunity
to visit with family members, reunite with friends and tour parts of the 1,400-acre campus.
For Handicapped or Bus Parking Only

Name ______________________________________________________________
Lodge No. __________________________________________________________
No. of Adults ___________ No. of Children _____________
Address __________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________ State____________ Zip ________________
 Need Handicapped Parking*  Charter Bus
Complete and return to: Autumn Day, Masonic Village One Masonic Drive, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
*Enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope with this coupon. We will send you a special parking permit, if needed, which must be presented upon arrival.

