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T
he men and organizations pictured to
the right are those who have made a

$10,000 or more commitment to support the
Valley of Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center
Endowment Fund.

As Freemasons, we have always been
benevolent and charitable.  For Scottish Rite
Masons, our Charity is to teach children with
dyslexia how to read. It is important in giving
them social confidence. 

The teaching method is the Orton-Gilling-
ham program.  It is a one tutor  – one student
ratio. This method is very expensive but
extremely effective. It costs approximately
$5,000 a year for each child.  Our goal is to
raise $2,500,000 to endow the Children’s
Dyslexia Center for the future.

To make it easier to make this commitment,
you can spread out your $10,000 donation
over a ten year period.  Call Bro. Ray Dietz,
33°, at 412-369-9500 for information. The
future of our children is our most important
mission.  I encourage each of you to have your
picture on this page and be a BUILDER of this
Masonic benevolence. 

Your donation is tax-deductible. 

Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°

Active Member of Supreme Council

VVaa ll ll eeyy oo ff PP ii tt tt ss bbuu rrgghh

Builders Council Enrollment Form

I pledge the sum of: ❑ $10,000      ❑ $15,000   

❑ $20,000      ❑ $25,000  

With payments in equal installments over a period of:  

❑ 3 years        ❑ 5 years        ❑ 10 years. 

This pledge will be payable: ❑ Annually 

❑ Semi-annually  ❑ Quarterly  ❑ *Monthly 

*Monthly payments may be made only by credit card.

First payment  of $                         is enclosed.

Deduct my pledge from my credit card when due:

❑ MasterCard       ❑ Visa       ❑ American Express

❑ Discover      ❑ Other                              . 

Number                                    Exp. date                     

Name you would prefer in recognition:

                                                                                     

❑ This gift is anonymous.

Signature                                                                       

Name                                                                            

Address                                                                         

City                                      State       Zip                   

Ph. (        )                              Date                            

Mail to: Builders Council, 3579 Masonic Way, 
Pittsburgh, PA  15237-2700.

Teaching children with dyslexia 
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to read – one child at a time!
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Bruce A. Robinson       Richard & Bette Don & Ginny       Joseph A Schrock, Jr.      James W. Seel                         
Rodibaugh                      Sauer

James S. Dean            Mario & Linda              Bill & Heather          Raymond & Lynn          James Ecker &
DeBlasio                Dickey                    Dietz                      Donna Murtha

John & Ruth               Leland A. Hale, Jr.          Jeff & Lauren          Eugene F. Hlavac, Jr.          Robert & P.J.
Habel Heiger                                                            Jones

Jack Marsh               John & Judith            Roy & Sara Jane            Jay & Joanne               Glenn & Mary
McCombs                 McCullough                    McElravy                      Miller

Gregory Triko             George & Norma        James & Annetta             James & Jill               Jeff & Karen                            
Vance                         West                                West                           Wonderling                     

“Unless we think of others and do something for
them, we miss one of the greatest sources of
happiness.”    

– Ray Lyman Wilbur

T
he Valley of Pittsburgh Children’s

Dyslexia Center provides a child

with a fresh start at success in life and in

school.  

Students often share their transformation

from a child dealing with hopelessness and

low self-esteem to a young adult looking

forward to a future bright with rewards and

opportunity.

Who is responsible for these transforma-

tions, positive outcomes, and results?  YOU

ARE!  Through your continued and ongoing

support and financial contributions to the

Learning Center, students can continue to

have a place to learn the strategies needed

to overcome dyslexia. Highly specialized

teachers can continue to have the re-

sources to develop individual lessons spe-

cific to each student in the school.  Parents

can continue to have someone who not

only cares but understands the problems

that their child is facing.  It is this individual

and child specific approach that leads to

the student successes experienced at our

Children’s Dyslexia Center.

Thank you so much for your continued

support!  The generosity of the Brethren

here at the Valley of Pittsburgh is inspiring.

Even though membership in the Valley is

slowly declining, contributions to our

Dyslexia Learning Center remain strong.

Thank you.  Please continue your efforts.  

Consider a bequest in your will.  Make a

contribution to the Learning Center.  Join

the Builder’s Council. 

The Valley of Pittsburgh’s Learning

Center for Children makes a difference in

children’s lives every day.  Thank you for

making that difference possible.

Best Wishes and God’s Blessings to all

of my Scottish Rite Brethren for the many

successes that lay before each of you in

2012.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Richard A. Rodibaugh, 33° 

Chairman Board of Governors
Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center

www.childrenslearningcenters.org

Teaching children with dyslexia 
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The Fall of 2011
proved to be a very

successful and exciting time
for the Valley of Pittsburgh.
The first event was the Walk-
A-Thon to aid the Children’s
Dyslexia Learning Center.
The Walk raised over
$12,500 for the Center.  I
beat my record and raised
over $3,200.  I say this not to
brag, but to challenge you to try and
beat my record.  I would like to thank
everyone who sponsored me.

The Fall Reunion was very interest-
ing.  The Class was named in honor of
Ill. Jeffery W. Coy, 33°, Active for Penn-
sylvania in the Harrisburg area.  What
made it so very special was that Ill.
Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, Past Com-
mander-in-Chief, Active for Pennsylva-
nia in the Pittsburgh area, and Right
Worshipful Grand Master, came out of a
25 year retirement and portrayed the
role of Constance in the Thirty-second
degree.  Adding to the thrill was the fact
that his longtime friend Ill. William
Dickey, 33° also came out of retirement
and was one of the tempters.  Many of
the Grand Lodge Officers were in atten-
dance to witness this event.  It was a job
well done.

I would be remiss here if I do not
mention the other degrees.  All of the
work was very well presented.  I think it
was one of the finest conferrals we have
had in years.  Congratulations to the
cast, directors, and supporting staff for
a job well done.

Speaking of Ill. Thomas Sturgeon, he
has finished his term as Grand Master
of Masons in Pennsylvania, and what a
term it was.  He made a lot of changes.

I think many of them were long
overdue. During his term, the
Grand Lodge had its first net
gain in membership in 50
years.  Congratulations to Ill.
Brother Tom on a job well
done.

The Entertainment Commit-
tee continues to do an excel-
lent job.  The Adult and
Children’s Christmas Parties

where excellent.  I was so happy that
the Shrine Luncheon Club was able to
join us again this year.  The thing that
interests me is that the group of people
who attend the stated meetings and the
group of people who attend the events
seem to be a different group of people.
Well, I am glad we provide various
things that attract different groups, but I
sometimes wonder if we could get the
two groups to join each other.

This year’s cruise was also a suc-
cess.  Last year 72 people cruised the
Caribbean and this year we had 92.
Many of the people were repeats from
last year.  In fact they brought family
members with them.  See the back
cover for Cruise plans for 2013.  Re-
member, the proceeds from the cruise
supports the Children’s Dyslexia Learn-
ing Center so please consider going.

Don’t forget that on Palm Sunday,
April 1, we will once again present the
Story of the Crucifixion. The Spring
Class will be in April.  It is being named
in honor of Ill. Donald C. Wobb, 33°,
who has been the Director of Makeup
for many years.  Please help the mem-
bership committee and recommend a
Brother for the Spring Class. v

D. William Roberts, 33°, Editor

dwr47@verizon.net - 412-683-0359

Rev. David L. Kinsey, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . .Columnist

Mark E. Bliler, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Proof Reader 

William D. Johnston, 33°  . . . . . . . . . .Proof Reader

Robert J. Binnie, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Photographer 

Herbert C. Wolstoncroft, Jr. 33°  . . .Editor Emeritus

Harry E. Killen, III, 33°  . . . . . . .Columnist Emeritus

The Rite News  magazine is the official publication of
the Valley of Pittsburgh, AASR, District of Pennsylvania,
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, USA.  
Opinions expressed are those of the author(s). 
Information is obtained from correspondence, press
releases, Masonic publications and miscellaneous
sources, which in many cases, cannot be verified.  
Published four times a year. Copyright© 2012, Valley of
Pittsburgh, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA, 15237. 
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Palm Sunday, April 1 – 3:00 p.m. 

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center
Dinner following performance $10

The Story of the Crucifixion

Please reserve              tickets. (no charge)   Enclosed is my

check payable to Lodge of Perfection for                             

dinner tickets at $10 each. (Optional)

Name                                                                                      

Phone  (         )                                      

Mail to:  GPMC, 3579 Masonic Way
Pittsburgh, PA  15237

Tickets held at door.   412-939-3579

Hosted by Pittsburgh Chapter of Rose CroixT
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On January 20, 1852, the Valley of Pittsburgh was instituted by
dispensation establishing the Lodge of Perfection and the

Princes of Jerusalem by the Supreme Council of the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction.  The Valley is now celebrating 160 years
of Scottish Rite Masonry in Pittsburgh. (1852 - 2012)  In 1857
the Council chartered the Chapter of Rose Croix, the Consistory

and the Lodge of Perfection and Princes of Jerusalem. 
Comencing in August, the Supreme Council

is preparing to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of Scottish
Rite Masonry in the United States in 2013. The official cel-
ebration period will begin in August of 2012 and conclude
in December of 2013.  As a special part of the celebration,
a pocket jewel is being struck to commemorate the occa-
sion.  See page 21 for a picture and some details about the
jewel.  Petition signers and potential candidates take note!

David K Johnstone, 33°       Matthew J Kremposky, 33°

Continued on page 22.

G

In Memoriam

“Well Done, Good and Faithful Brother”
Since our last issue, the following brethren have been called home.

May it be his portion to hear from Him 

who sitteth as the Judge Supreme
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Take Me Out to the Ball Game!

Pirates vs Detroit Tigers
The annual Valley of Pittsburgh
Baseball outing at PNC Park. 

Friday, June 22

$27.00 includes
H Box Seat for the game. 

H Tailgate party begins at 5:30 p.m.

at PNC Park parking lot. 

H Fireworks night. 

Baseball Ticket Order
Enclosed is check payable to Lodge of
Perfection for $                 for        tickets
to the baseball game at PNC Park on Sat.,
June 23, 2012 at 7:05 p.m.

Name                                                     

Phone  (        )                                        

Mail to: 3579 Masonic Way, Pgh. PA 15237

Please include a stamped, self-addressed
#10 envelope for return of game tickets and
directions to the tail gate party.

MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY!

BRETHREN!

Do the Office a Favor. . .
Please make reservations for dinners

and events far enough in advance, if

possible, to avoid disappointment.

Also help us keep food costs down

by honoring your verbal reservations -

we pay for the exact number of dinners

we order from the caterer. Thanks!

It’s A Baseball Night
at the Ball Yard!

Questions?  412-939-3579

David W Abell
William E Alderisio
Caleb H Allen
William G Anderson
Clayton F Appel
Gilbert R Atwood
John B Baker
James D Barnett, Sr.
Michael Beley
William C Bennett
Frank Bowers
Ray A Brinker
William E Brown
Donald L Clippinger
James H Cole
Charles L Engstrom
John G Fahrny Jr
Charles K Fish
Robert M Fox
Robert L Fritz
Charles M Glass
Harold D Glasser
Thomas R Green

William M Hanna
Raymond E Haynes
Richard S Holmes
William F Holtz Jr.
Ira Horowitz
Allen Lee Householder
Charles R Jack
G Thomas Joll
Dale E Kaufman
Lloyd L Keenan Jr
Robert J Klingenberg Sr
Walter J Kunsman
Leroy D Kurtz
James D Landis
Alan D Lintelman
Howard L Machen
Calvin Masters Jr
Robert L McClure
Edgar A McCollum
Richard A McLaughlin
Glenn M Miller

Lawrence W Miller
Harry E Monnier
Arthur M Olson
Frederick T Parke
Joseph Petronio
Jeffrey L Rider
Herman W Rieck
Harold L Rosenfelder
Richard P Schwartz
Harry W Scott
Thomas F Seda
Cyrus Shaw
Joseph J Slemenda
John T Swick
Robert L Tennant
Melvin D Thompson
Samuel T Turner
Elmer Virag Jr
John J Walker
Clarence P Walter Jr
John L Wible Jr
John F Yeckel Jr.
James Zimmerman

Valley of  Pittsburgh Celebrating 160 Years!
Supreme Council Celebrating 200 Years!



Greetings Brethren! 

As we reach the time of year when it
is staying light longer, the thoughts

of warmer weather and outdoor activities
start to enter our minds. 

There is one outdoor activity I would
especially like to make mention of. 

The Lodge of Perfection is planning the
Golf outing for the Valley of Pittsburgh with

the proceeds going directly to our Center for Dyslexia. 
The outing is scheduled for Monday, June 11 at Butlers Golf

Course in Elizabeth. Tee times start at 11:00 a.m. and the cost
per golfer is $85.00.  If your not a golfer but would like to join
us for dinner and fellowship the cost for dinner is $25.00. 

Your participation is needed to make this a successful
fundraiser for our Center for Dyslexia. Please consider bringing
your friends and enjoy a day of golf and fellowship. 

If golf isn’t your thing you can still help out by being a spon-
sor. There are many sponsorship options available and if you
are interested in helping us out in this way (see details on page
14) please contact Brother Dave Morgans at 412-728-6533 or
by email at dwmorgans@gmail.com. Lets all make this a great
fundraiser for our school.

The Lodge of Perfection will be presiding at the April 5th
Stated Meeting of the Valley.  This will also be a ladies night
with entertainment provided by ‘The Bricks’ – a musical duo
who carries on the tradition of classic acoustic music.  

Dinner ($10.00) begins at 5:30 p.m. – the entertainment on
the stage begins at 7:00 p.m. – the meeting for the men begins
at 7:30 p.m.  Entertainment will continue following the Stated
Meeting.

Officers to serve the Valley for the 2012 - 2013 Scottish Rite
Year will be elected at this meeting. 

If you are planning on attending dinner, please call the office
at 412-939-3579 for reservations.  v

Spes Mea In Deo Est
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Message from the

Thrice Potent Master

Douglas L. Heinz, 32°

Valley of Pittsburgh scholarships and Leon M.
Abbott scholarships will be awarded on Friday,

May 25 at the Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center. 

Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. at $25 per per-
son. For Reservations, send a check payable to
Lodge of  Perfection, 3579 Masonic Way, Pgh. PA
15237.  Tickets held at the door.

The Leon M. Abbott Scholarships provide financial support for
the continuing education of young men and women from Scottish
Rite families and Masonic related youth groups. 

A minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale qualifies
for assistance.  Freshmen scholarships are distributed after an
acceptable GPA is submitted, following the first semester. High
School seniors who have been accepted by an accredited college
or university for the fall semester are eligible to apply.

Augmenting the Abbott Scholarship program, the Valley will
award an additional ten $1000 scholarships.  The Valley Scholar-
ship program follows the same guidelines as the Abbott program
with 

Deadline for filing a Scholarship Application is April 2

Applicants should call the Valley office at 412-939-3579 to have
an application mailed to them. The completed application must be
received at the Valley office no later than Monday, April 2. Cont

Essay Contest Winners to receive $50 Savings Bond

7th and 8th grade students from area High Schools who partici-
pated in the Valley Essay Contest of ‘What My Family Means to
Me’ will be announced and awarded a $50 Savings Bond. 

Presiding Officers selections for ‘Family Man of the Year’

The presiding officer of each of the four lines of the Valley
select a Valley member who, in their opinion, best exemplifies true
masonic values and qualities to be named Family Man of the Year.      

Please make reservations by Monday, May 21. v

Annual Celebraton of Education set for May 25

Abbott and Valley Scholarships 
to be Awarded

‘What My Family Means to Me’ Essay Winners Honored

Daylight Savings Time Begins

Sunday, March 11

at 3:00 a.m.

Marion Lodge No. 562  

Invites you to the 15th 

Meeting in the Hills
Friday, June 29, 2012

If you have never been to the annual Meeting in the
Hills, do yourself a favor and get a car load and go.

It is scheduled for Friday, June 29 at Christner’s Grove
near Dawson, PA.  It is an evening of great food, good
fellowship and attended by over 500 Masons from a wide
geographical area. 

A delicious New York Strip Steak Dinner is served with
all the fixin’s at 6:00 p.m.  Cost: $25.00. 

A short Lodge meeting is held following dinner.
Call Bro. Rich Bigley, 33°, at 724-331-2061 for tickets

and  directions.  E-mail: bigs@zoominternet.net.
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NEW FOR 2012
Limited Edition, Numbered

Name                           Release Date

Thomas K. Sturgeon 2012

Samuel C. Williamson 2012 

Edward H. Fowler, Jr. 2013

James L. Ernette 2013

William Slater II 2014

Hiram P. Ball 2014

John L. McCain 2015

Carl W. Stenberg, Jr. 2015

The Valley of Pittsburgh honors the Past Grand Masters
of Masons from Western Pennsylvania in a

limited edition, numbered series, of fine china
commemorative collectors plates.

Pictorial History of W. PA Masonry

The series will cover the period from
1970 to the present.  

These high quality china plates
will be issued two per year over
the next four years.

First in the series is our
most recent Grand Master,
Bro. Thomas K. Sturgeon.
Circling the rim of the
royal blue field of stars
and all areas in yellow
will be bands of 22 car-
rot gold.  The plates will
feature the dates of
service with various
backgrounds from the
Pittsburgh area.

The reverse side of
the collectors plate will
have a descriptive para-
graph about the Grand
Master along with the
plate production number. 

To determine how many
plates that will be produced,
in the series, we are asking the
Lodges and members to pre-
order their plate at this time.  Cost
of the tribute plates will be $50.00
each which will include a donation to
the Valley of Pittsburgh Children’s
Dyslexia Center.

In the event the Commemorative Plate project
is not produced, all monies will be returned to the
applicant. v 

Not shown to scale.
Actual size:  10”

featuring the

Past Grand Masters of Western Pennsylvania

Please enter my order for the 1st in the series of Grand Master Commemorative Plates.

Name                                                                                             Phone                                          

Address                                                                                         

City                                                                      State           Zip                                 

This order is a:  q  Lodge Order #              q  Member Order

I understand that in the event the Commemorative Series is not produced, my money will
be returned to me.    

$50 - COMMEMORATIVE PLATE ORDER - $50

A fundraising project in
support of the Children’s
Dyslexia Center.

Questions? 412-683-0359.

Collectors Commemorative Plates G



The Scottish Rite 2011-
2012 year is half com-

plete.  So far we seem to be
having a good year.  We are
seeing more members at our

activities and meetings.  
Those who recently returned from the cruise

had a wonderful time.  Details of the 2013 cruise
are listed on the back cover of this issue.  

We are looking forward to our Spring Class.
Excitement is building.  The Valley officers are
making every effort to follow the Supreme Coun-
cil model and have everything be Inspirational,
Convenient and Entertaining.

One of the challenges we face at this time
every year is dues collection.  With only a few
months to go before our June meeting we still
have the potential of suspending 200 members.
This would be quite a blow to the organization.
We lose many members to death each year but
to lose this many to suspension would definitely
weaken the Valley.

Perhaps some members do not realize how
the system works.  Several years ago, the
Supreme Council started to mail out dues state-
ments with the dues card attached to the invoice.
It is therefore up to the member to return pay-
ment using the enclosed envelope that was
mailed to you.  Your dues card becomes valid
only when we receive payment.

After three notices a member will become
delinquent.  After one full billing year you will get
notices that you owe your dues but no dues card
will be issued with those statements.  Again, it is
your responsibility to respond to these notices
and make proper payment.  If you are more than
one year behind, your card will be mailed after we
receive payment.

If you have any questions regarding your dues,
please contact the office at 412-939-3579.  We
cherish your friendship and membership in the
Scottish Rite, so if you happen to be in financial
need, please call so that we may be of help.

Several Valley events are
listed at other places in this
issue.  Please adhere to
deadlines for reservations.
We must know how many
will attend to make every
Valley activity an enjoyable
experience.  v
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It happened in 1974:  Richard Nixon resigns as President of the
United States, construction on the Alaskan Oil Pipeline begins,

pocket calculators start to appear in shops and George E. Hulse
joins the Scottish Rite, Valley of Pittsburgh and the Syria Shrine
to the benefit of both organizations and
Pittsburgh Freemasonry in general.  

George is a familiar face in the Valley of
Pittsburgh Secretary’s Office where he
donates his time and organizational skills
honed from years of experience as a federal
police chief.  However, no amount of on-the-
job training can account for his plucky “can
do” spirit and generous heart.

My personal experience with George is
limited to his involvement in the Pittsburgh
Shriners Luncheon Club where he has
tirelessly worked on behalf of the Shrine Center and the Luncheon Club.  George
has consistently been the top Luncheon Club’s advertising fundraiser for the
Shrine Circus.  So much so, that his efforts were recognized by being named

Luncheon Club ‘Man of the Year’ for
2000, 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2011.  

George is not content to be a
Masonic consumer; George is a valued
contributor to the Masonic Community.  

Illustrious Sir, George Polnar (2011
Potentate of Syria Shriners) frequently
refers to Noble George Hulse as the
“Energizer Bunny” and credits him for
being “a loyal and good man.”  

In recognition of George’s work for
the Shriners’ Hospitals for Children,
Illustrious Sir George Polnar, 33°,
appointed Brother and Noble George
E. Hulse. 32°, as Aide Emeritus.  v

Brother & Noble George E. Hulse Named

Man of the Year 2011
by James J. LaSalle, 32°

Secretary, Pittsburgh Shriners Luncheon Club

Bro. Jim LaSalle congratulates Bro. George
Hulse as Shrine Man of the Year 2011.

Are Your Dues

Up To Date?

Reflecting on Bro. George Hulse, 32º, MSA

Yes, 1974 was a good year.  Bro.
George became a member of

both the Scottish Rite and the Shrine.
Records indicate that he was initiated
into the Scottish Rite on February 2,
1974, just a mere 38 years ago this
month.  No one is quite sure when he
began his volunteer service in the Scot-
tish Rite office.  “Not rain, nor snow, nor
sleet or gloom of night” keeps him
away.  He is here four mornings a week
to help with anything that needs done
around the office.  He is master of file
room and mass mailings.  He is truly
the energizer bunny.

On July 10, 2000 Bro. George was
presented with the Scottish Rite MSA.
The Meritorious Service Award (M.S.A.)

is the recognition of distinguished serv-
ice of Masonic character granted to
those members of the Rite who have
given years of active, capable, and
faithful service to their Valleys.  

The MSA is authorized by the
Supreme Council of the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction and is given upon
the recommendation of the presiding
officers of the subordinate bodies of
their state Council of Deliberation.  It is
the highest honor that a Council of
Deliberation is authorized to confer.

Bro. George E. Hulse, 32°, is a
great person to know.  His honest,
loyal, and loving character makes him
a true Man of Any Year. v

by Donald M. Murphy, 33°, Secretary, Valley of Pittsburgh

From the 
Secretary’s Desk

Donald M. Murphy, 33°, Secretary



saw the blessings bestowed upon my par-
ents by God because of their generosity.
Their entire life was based on reaching
out and touching the hearts of all they
met.  My Mom and Dad were God’s Mas-
terpiece.  And you – you were born with
the “Need to be Loved” and you never
lose that need.  You too, when born, – you

too are God’s Masterpiece.
Unfortunately, somewhere on

life’s highway, some individuals
take the “Scenic Route of Life”.
They have no desire to move
from Taker to Giver.  It’s all
about ME and what can you
do for me.  They live life with
their hand out expecting help
from everyone including their
family, the church, the syna-

gogue and the government.
How sad.  What a waste of the

potential of developing a talent
that God has given them.  While

everyone is born with the need to be
loved, everyone’s greatest fear – for their
entire life is Rejection.  Perhaps the root
of the problem has been rejection.  Per-
haps they were not afforded the opportu-
nity of parental guidance.  I have seen so
many lives changed from Takers to Givers
because they see the value in the impor-
tance of Giving.

So if you see someone in need, don’t
give them a fish – rather, teach them to
fish.

That is your Godly responsibility.  And
besides, someday they will love you for it.
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Every day should be
a reason for cele-

brating the numerous gifts
which God has bestowed
upon each of us.  

We recently celebrated
several festive occasions
– Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas, Chanukah and New Years.
These festive occasions are all
about  renewal, loving one an-
other and giving thanks for the
innumerable benefits each of
us have received.  However,
if everyone stands in line to
receive we could not receive
the benefits of another per-
son’s love since everyone is
standing in line – waiting to
receive.

There are two types of peo-
ple in this world.  Takers and
Givers.  We are born into this world
as Takers.  Understandably so.  We
can do nothing for ourselves.  We cannot
feed, cloth, or bath ourselves so we de-
pend on our parents or guardians to do
these things for us.  As we grow older it is
the responsibility of our parents to help us
shed the Takers needs and develop us as
Givers.  My parents taught me well.
“David, don’t give until it hurts, give until it
feels good.”  How well I remember the
process of transforming from a Taker to a
Giver.  I found comfort in having Mom and
Dad do everything for me.  So the process
was gradual and yes often painful.  But I

“If  Everyone Stands In Line 
to Receive – No One Will”

by Rev. David L Kinsey, 33°

Friday, April 6  •  Grotto Hall

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

$9.00 per person

Dinner served from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Pick up Tickets at the Door!

Questions?  Call Mike Tomascin at 412-276-3938

Islam Grotto’s Good Friday Fish Dinner

T.T.G.O.T.G.A.O.T.U.

Thursday, April 5, 2012

7:30 p.m.

STATED MEETING

OF THE FOUR

COORDINATE BODIES

A Stated Meeting of the Four Coor-
dinate Bodies of the Ancient  Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in the
Valley of Pittsburgh, PA will be held at
the Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center
on Thursday, April 5, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.  

Business will be transacted in the
Lodge of Perfection 14°; Council of
Princes of Jerusalem 16°, Chapter of
Rose Croix 18° and Consistory 32°.

Officers of  the Gourgas Lodge of
Perfection will preside.

4th Stated Meeting
of the 2011 - 2012 
Scottish Rite Year

H Ladies & Children Invited

H Entertainment 

The Bricks
Featuring classic acoustic music

begins at 7:00 p.m.

H Enjoy a Fellowship Dinner

before the meeting!  

$10.00
Served from 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Please make Reservations 

412-939-3579

John A. Habel, Jr., 33°
Commander-in-Chief

A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32°
Most Wise Master

Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°
Sovereign Prince 

Douglas L. Heinz, 32°

Thrice Potent Master

ATTEST:

Donald M. Murphy, 33° 

Secretary
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Happy New Year to all!

As we embark on this New
Year let us continue to work

for the good of our fraternity and pro-
mote our brotherhood by continuing
to perform good work across our
communities. 

I would like to congratulate Past
Grand Master Thomas K. Sturgeon

on two successful years as our Grand Master. It will be
nice, to once again, have our Active back at home in our
Valley. 

I would also like to wish Grand Master Jay W. Smith
well as he continues to lead Pennsylvania Freemasonry
onward by “Building For Our Future”.

A personal thank you to everyone who supported our
Children’s Christmas Party in December. It is by the
support of members, officers, family and friends, that we
are able to hold this event each year at no cost to any-
one. Please mark your calendars now for the second
Saturday in December of 2012 (December 8th) to be
sure not to miss out on all of the fun. 

Also, please mark your calendars to get your dinner
reservations in early for the Stated Meeting and Show
on Thursday, April 5. Remember only $10 a person to
enjoy dinner and felowship prior to the show and the
Stated Meeting.

Remember though, there is no cost to just enjoy the
wonderful entertainment. Hope to see you there!  Take
care.  v

Spes Mea In Deo Est

Message from the

Sovereign  Prince

Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°

We‘re making a difference in the lives of kids with Dyslexia

Hiram’s Riders Fundraiser
for DyslexiaA 2012 Harley Electra Glide Classic

in Ember Red with Trailer to match

or $17,000 cash!

Purchase of a $10 ticket will help provide
FREE tutoring of Children with Dyslexia. Details on our

Web Site:    www.valleyofpittsburgh.org

or call 412-939-3579 or 412-683-0359 for information.

1st row (L-R)  Paul J. Kauffman; Russell J. Suprek Sr.; David L. Richards, PM; Howard T. Silbaugh, WM; Wilner  Lambert (Grandfather);  Timothy
A. Cross (Canidiate); Ricky V. Cross;  William D. Johnston, PM; David L. Moore, DDGM 29th District  2nd row  Mark E. Bliler; Larry D. Cross;
Robert L. Clifford, SW; John M. Knisely, JW; Douglas R. Sheets; Walter V. Bonus. Top row (L-R) Kenneth C. Hackney, PM; S. Timothy Warco
PM; William D. Johnston, PM; Eric Johnston.

Hiram’s Riders Assist in Degree Conferral

Timothy A. Cross, son of Rick V. Cross was initiated into Washington
Lodge No. 164 on Saturday, January 7, 2012.  Bro. Rick Cross, a

past president of Hiram’s Riders and currently a Vice President asked
members of Hiram’s Riders to assist.  By dispensation, all three degrees
were conferred.  Bro. Timothy Cross is a freshman at California University

of Pennsylvania.

Degree Masters: Howard T. Silbaugh, WM, 1st Degree
*William G. Johnston, 2nd Degree - *David L. Richards, 3rd Degree

Guides: *Rick V. Cross, 1st Degree - *David L. Richards, 2nd Degree 
*D. William Roberts, 3rd Degree

Hiram’s Riders in attendance:  Mark E. Bliler, Paul J. Kauffman, President,
William D. Johnston, William G. Johnston, S. Timothy Warco.

*Hiram’s Riders Member



The new Health Care Center will
further maintain the high quality of
service the Masonic Village at
Sewickley offers its residents. In
transforming the nursing residence
from a medical model to a neighbor-
hood model, the residents will enjoy
a private living space within “neigh-
borhoods” which feel more like home. 

The expanded center will include
larger community living areas, more
room for providing physical, speech
and occupational therapies, and
additional indoor and outdoor spaces
for residents’ well-being.

The current 43,000 square foot
nursing residence, which includes
128 beds is being renovated. 

The 64,000 square foot addition
is expected to be completed in 2012.
The residents’ new home will be laid
out in eight 16-bed neighborhoods,
each with its own dining area, parlor
and family room. it will include 88
private accommodations and 20
shared private suites with showers
in each bathroom. 

Residents with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and other related dementias,
will reside in two dedicated 16-bed
memory support wings.

Eric L. Gross, Executive Director
of the Masonic Village at Sewickley
commented:   

“The renovated nursing center will
greatly enhance the quality of life for
our residents and will strengthen the

Masonic Village at Sewickley

Nursing Center Project
Naming Opportunities

Center Courtyard (reserved)  . . . . . . . .$250,000

Resident Neighborhoods (8)  . . . . . . . .$200,000

Courtyard (Left)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$150,000

Courtyard (Right) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$150,000

Resident Dining Rooms (8)  . . . . . . . . .$150,000

Clinic and Pharmacy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$100,000

Meditation rooms (reserved)  . . . . . . . .$100,000

Ground Floor Lobby (reserved) . . . . . . .$50,000

Physical Therapy Addition (reserved)  . .$50,000

Family Rooms (8)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000

Parlors (8)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000

Porches (8)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000

Beauty and Barber Shop . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000

Conference Rooms (2)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000

Spas (2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,000

Valley of  Pittsburgh Supports the New Sturgeon Health Care Center
Under Construction at the Masonic Village at Sewickley

The Valley of Pittsburgh has made the first of five
$10,000 contributions to the Masonic Village at

Sewickley’s new Sturgeon Health Care Center currently
under construction.

The charity donations are in response to the Villages’
offering of naming right opportunities to aid in the more
than 20 million construction cost.  The Valley has chosen
the naming rights for the Main Lobby of the new facility.

On November 3, 2011 the Grand Lodge officers held a
Cornerstone Laying Ceremony at the Village at Sewickley
when it was announced that the new nursing facility would
bear the name of Grand Master Thomas K. Sturgeon and
would be known as the Sturgeon Health Care Center.
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The Sturgeon Health Care Center

Masonic Village at Sewickley’s
reputation as one of the premiere
CCRCs in Western Pennsylvania. 

The size of the nursing facility will
more than double, while the number
of nursing beds will remain the same,
providing more privacy and person-
centered care. The renovated nursing
center, will feel much more like home
instead of an institutional-type setting. 

We are currently scheduled to
complete the second phase of con-
struction in late April. 

The entire project is expected to
be completed by the end of this year.” 

In making the first of the five
$10,000 contributions to the project,
Bro. John A. Habel, Jr., 33°, the
Commander-in-Chief of the Valley of
Pittsburgh said: 

“The Valley is always happy to
support our Masonic Villages. It gave
us great pleasure to donate $50,000
for the naming rights of the Ground
Floor Lobby of the new Masonic Care
Center.  

We were doubley pleased when
we learned the new Nursing Center
was to be named for Bro. Thomas K.
Sturgeon, 33°, Past Grand Master
and a Past Commander-in-Chief of
our Valley.  We were also pleased
that Bro. James L. Ernette, 33° also
received recognition for his vision in
establishing the Masonic  Village at
Sewickley during his term as Grand
Master.”



Rendering of the new Sturgeon Health Care Center

Valley of  Pittsburgh Supports the New Sturgeon Health Care Center
Under Construction at the Masonic Village at Sewickley
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For further information on contributing to the Ma-
sonic Village’s nursing renovation and expansion,
please contact Jane W. Binley, Director of Gift Plan-
ning-West Region by phone at 412-741-1400 ext. 3011
or by email at jbinley@masonicvillagespa.org.  

Several naming opportunities are still available, and
Ms. Binley can provide a confidential consultation on a
variety of ways to give that will not only provide to the
Masonic Village at Sewickley, while preserving assets
for your loved ones. v

Benefits of  Nursing Renovation

and  the Expansion Project

Smaller neighborhoods – 16 rooms each

• More personalized care

• Facilitates friendship building

• More home-like environment

• Smaller, more intimate dining rooms and activity

areas 
More private rooms – 88 rooms

Shared private rooms feel like private rooms
• Every resident has a window and door

Medication administration provided in the room

Bathroom upgrades – every bathroom has a shower

Silent alarm system that will improve response time

• This system rings to staff responsible
for the resident

More sitting areas for families to visit. 

Therapy expansion – more space for providing

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapies

Additional indoor and outdoor spaces for residents
• Additional 53,000 square feet of interior space
• Addition of 2 large outdoor courtyards

More storage space for needed supplies
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Benefits the Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center

Butler’s Golf Course
800 Rock Run Road

Elizabeth, PA 15037

Mail reservations by June 1, 2012, with check, to Charity Golf Tournament, 3579
Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA  15237.  412-939-3579.  

Name                                                          Address                                                                  

City                                          State           Zip                        Ph. (        )                                

Name                                                          Address                                                                  

City                                          State           Zip                        Ph. (        )                                

Name                                                          Address                                                                  

City                                          State           Zip                        Ph. (        )                                

Name                                                          Address                                                                  

City                                          State           Zip                        Ph. (        )                                

Enclosed is my check, payable to Charity  Golf Tournament in the amount of

$                    for:  q Golf, $85 per golfer    q Dinner Only, $25 per person

q Sponsorship $                     q Donation $                    

Registration:       10:30 a.m.             

Play Begins:       11:00 a.m.  

Cash Bar:            4:00 p.m.              

Dinner:                5:00 p.m.

Fee:  $85.00 per golfer.  Includes a golfer's gift, bag
service, greens fees, cart, snack at turn, dinner,
and door prizes.

Dinner Only:  $25.00.

- Charity Golf for Dyslexia Reservation Form -

Valley of  Pittsburgh 
Charity Golf  Tournament - June 11

Sponsorships Available for Charity Golf ! 

There are several levels of Sponsorships
available for business and individual

consideration:   

*Event Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000 

Dinner Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000  

Beverage Cart Sponsor  . . . . . . .$2,000

Photo Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000

Gift Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000 

Sponsorships include: Entrance of two
golfers, golfer's gift, bag service, greens fees,
cart, snack at turn, foursome photo, 1/2 page
program ad, dinner, door prizes & Tee Sign.
*Entrance of 4 golfers.

Other sponsorships that are available
include: 

Flag Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$150

Tee Sign  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$75

Full Page Ad/Tee Sign Combo  . . .$250  

Full Page Ad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200

Half Page Ad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$125

Quarter Page Ad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$75

Deadline for Sponsorships, Golf and
Dinner reservation is: 

June 1, 2012

Questions?  412-939-3579

Please print Golfers Names

Make checks payable and mail to: Charity Golf Tournament, Greater Pittsburgh
Masonic Center, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA 15237.  

J
oin us for a grand day
of Charity Golf at the annual Valley of

Pittsburgh Golf Outing benefiting
the Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center.  

The Golf outing will be held on Monday,
June 11, 2011 at Butler’s Golf Course in
Elizabeth, PA. Registration begins at 10:30
a.m. with play beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

The Player fee is $85 which includes a
golfer's gift, bag service, greens fees, cart,
snack at the turn, dinner and awards.    

For "non-golfers" wanting to attend the
fellowship dinner, the cost is $25.  

We are limited to 120 Golfers, but
unlimited as to Program Sponsorships or
Charitable Donations in any amount. 

The Children’s Dyslexia Center is the
only one of its kind in the Pittsburgh area
offering FREE tutoring.  To continue this
magnificent program we must annually
raise at least $125,000 to cover material,
and educational expenses. 

The Valley’s Children’s Dyslexia Center
for Children is recognized by Penn State
University as a student curriculum training
program. 

The Center opened in April 1999 and
offers a dynamic reading program at no
cost to the students family. This program
has had many inspiring success stories in
bringing children, who could not read, up
to their reading grade level and beyond.
Currently there are 36 students enrolled in
this 28 week (during the school year) read-
ing/learning program and a long waiting
list of children who can benefit from it. 

Please share this information with those
who might want to golf in this event, or be
a Sponsor, or make a Donation to the
Pittsburgh Children’s Dyslexia Center.

Golf and Dinner reservation deadline is
June 1, 2012.  Make checks payable and
mail to: Charity Golf Tournament, 3579
Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA 15237.

H   H   H   H   H   H   H   H   H

For questions about sponsorships,
program advertising, or general information,
please call or e-mail the Event Chairman:

David Morgans, Chairman

(412-728-6533) 

dwmorgans@gmail.com

or

Donald Murphy, Secretary

(412-939-3579) aasr.pittsburgh@comcast.net

GET YOUR FOURSOME TOGETHER NOW!

It’s Never To Early to think

GOLF
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As spring nears, John 3:16 comes to
my mind.  For God so loved the world,

that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have eternal life. As lent approaches, we
should look at the sacrifice made by Jesus as
an example of brotherly love.  His was the
greatest sacrifice of all - He willingly died to
save his people from their sins.  

During this holy season, we should be
watchful for the needs of others and extend a
helping hand, a listening ear, and helpful

counsel.  As I reflect on this time of the year, I recall a popular
poem that states:  do not walk behind me, not in front of me, but
beside me all the way. Be a guide and a leader!

The Pittsburgh Chapter of Rose Croix is hosting its annual one
day Rose Croix induction class for the DeMolays on Saturday,
March 17 at 2:00 p.m. at the Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center.
This gives us a chance to develop the ritual skills of young peo-
ple.  Please come out and provide your support.

On Sunday, April 1, at 3:00 p.m. we will be observing the Story
of the Crucifixion also hosted by the Pittsburgh Chapter of Rose
Croix.  Invite all of your friends to see this excellent production
which many people find so rewarding that they come back every
year.  

The performance is free of charge with an optional dinner
following at a cost of $10.00.  Reservations must be made by
March 29.  Call 412-939-3579.  Checks for payment should be
payable to and mailed to:  Gourgas Lodge of Perfection, Greater
Pittsburgh Masonic Center, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, Pa
15237-2700.  Tickets held at the door.  Help us fill the auditorium
this year. v

Spes Mea in Deo Est

Message from the

Most Wise Master

A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32°

Shrine Center Gun Bash

$20.00                     $20.00

Food and Refreshments included 

Doors open at 11:00 a.m.  

Tickets will be available at the Valley

Stated Meeting on Thursday, June 7 at the

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

Saturday, June 23            Noon to 5:00 p.m.

Shrine              Pavilion

A. William Kiehl, Jr.
Most Wise Master

Hiram’s Riders Honors
Members at Christmas Party

At Hiram’s Riders
Christmas Party

on December 17, 2011
several members of the
Club were honored for
their years of dedicated
service in raising funds
for the Endowment
Fund of the Pittsburgh
Children’s Dyslexia
Center.

Bro. Paul J. Kauffman
not only received a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation

but was presented with a new
jacket on becoming President
of the Club for 2012.

Bro. Mark E. Bliler not only
received a Certificate of
Appreciation but was also
named Hiram’s Riders Man of
the Year for his record setting
fundraising sales of over
$8,000 in six years to support
the Chldren’s Dyslexia Center
Endowment Fund.

Bro. Richard J. Stemmler, 33°
President of Hiram’s Riders East

also received a Certificate of
Appreciation for his leadership of
the Club members in the Eastern
part of the Valley jurisdiction but
for his participation in the fund-
raising efforts.

Also, Bro. Joseph L. Betz, was
recognized for his six years of par-
ticipation in the annual fund- rais-
ing to support the Learning Center
Endowment Fund.

In Hiram’s Riders six year his-
tory as a Club, it has raised, as of
2011, $150,000.  Quite an accom-
plishment for a Club so young and

only about 50% of its membership
actively involved in fundraising - the
prime mission of the Club.

Did you know?  You don’t have to
have a motorcycle to become a mem-
ber of Hiram’s Riders.  If you are inter-
ested in our mission of helping children
with Dyslexia, by all means ask us for
a petition to join. 

The fee is $100 with annual dues of
$20.  The basic fee includes a Club
jacket with all the patches and your first
name embroidered there on.  Give us
a call, 412-683-0359.  v

Paul and Jackie Kauffman

Mark & Patty Bliler

Dick & Carol Stemmler

Joe & Sylvia Betz
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Your ticket includes a pre-game tail-gate picnic 
from 5:00 p.m. ‘til gametime, and a reserved seat.

Send check, payable to Lodge of Perfection, to GPMC, 3579
Masonic Way, Pgh. PA 15237. Please enclose a stamped,

self-addressed envelope for return of tickets & directions.

Name                                                       Ph  (        )                          

Check for $                       is enclosed for        tickets @ $10. each.       

Valley of  Pittsburgh
An Evening of Fun Baseball

Friday, July 27, 6:35 p.m.

CONSOL Energy Park, Washington, PA

FLORENCE FREEDOM vs

WASHINGTON WILD THINGS

ONLY

150

TICKETS

$10 each

Sunday, May 20
Rain or Shine

Day of Ride

Registration:  11:00 a.m.

Free Coffee & Donuts

$20 single / $10 passenger

Ride: 12 Noon to 2:30 p.m.

Ride ends:

Lunch •  50/50 • Auction

Door Prizes

Honorary Ride Captain

Jon Burnett
KDKA-TV PERSONALITY

Non-Riders are invited to attend the Picnic following
the Ride.              Cost: $10.

Call 412-939-3579 (picnic included in Riders fee)

Questions?  Call Rick Cross, 724-350-5955

Hiram’s Riders Motorcycle Club

Location to be 

announced.

Location to be 

announced.

Some Christmas Pics 2011



O
n December 10th, 2011 the Valley
hosted its annual Children’s

Christmas Party. The event was very well
attended with an aproximate count of
around 150 kids. 

We started the festivities with a 45
minute show by Magician T.J. Hill enter-
taining the kids (and adults) with a variety
of illusions. 

This year was special for me as he
agreed to perform a final illusion with my
help.  It was a blast having the opportu-
nity to get to disappear for my family and
friends with my daughter Emma coming

up to assist me when T.J. had to leave for
“personal business”!!!

At the conclusion of the show there
was supposed to be a few minutes of
Karaoke provided by Arnie Steinberg and
Tony Gennaccaro but with all of the confu-
sion of me appearing in the rear of the au-
ditorium everyone retired to the social hall
to see Santa, get gifts, and enjoy the
pizza cooked by our own Don Murphy and
his kitchen staff (you know who you are!). 

The Grotto clowns kept the kids
busy with balloon swords and hats
and T.J. continued his show with
close-up table magic to keep every-
one well entertained. 

One of our newest members,
Matthew Richardson, came out and

wanted to help any way he could… little did
he know that we would accommodate his
“request”. Before he knew it he was trans-
formed into “Mason” the Elf. This was truly a
fun day for friends, family and brethren alike.

I would like to offer a special thank you to
Ken Schneider and Schneider’s Dairy for the
generous donation of the milk and juice this
year.

Who Had More Fun?  Kids or Adults?

Children’s Christmas Party 2011
by Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., Sovereign Prince

It is through support like this that we are
able to have this party at no cost to our mem-
bers. 

I would also like to thank everyone who
came out and helped in anyway to make this
day a resounding success.

I think the adults had more fun than the
kids!  

Let’s do it again this year! v
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Masonic Family Picnic 

It’s Coming. . .Friday, August 3, 2012 Shrine

Scottish

RiteA Fun Day at the Park!

Lodges, Families & Friends - Make Plans Now!  724-274-7000

Come for the Rides • Come for the Food • Come for the Fellowship • Come for the Day!

I
f you are, please complete the coupon
below and mail to the Valley office attn:

Bro. Thomas Fodor.
Place a ‘Masonic License Plate’ on your car.

(call 412-939-3579 for application)

Proud to

be a Mason Lapel Pin –
$5.00

Show You’re

Proud to be a Mason

Purchase a sheet of vinyl 3” fade resistant
‘Car Badges’ - six to a sheet in various colors. 

$10.00
Purchase a Valley T-Shirt
all sizes available   – $14.00

Purchase a Valley
Golf Shirt all sizes
available   – $30.00

When ordering individually,
add $2 for mailing. 
Save! Purchase Pin, Badges
& T-Shirt for $25 Incl postage.
Send check payable to Valley
of Pittsburgh, 3579 Masonic
Way, Pittsburgh, PA  15237.  

Questions?  412-939-3579.

Interested in Forming
a Car Club?

I’m Interested in the Car Club
Please include me in the initial meeting to form a
Valley Car Club.

Name                                                                           

Address                                                                        

City                                       State       Zip                 

Phone                           

Mail to:  GPMC, 3579 Masonic Way, Pgh. PA  15237

I
t’s a Welcome to Spring fellowship Lunch!
at Bravo at the Pointe. (that’s in Robinson

Twp.) on Saturday, March 17.  Lunch will be $20
including tax & gratuity.

You will order your lunch from the special
Spring menu custom designed for our lunch.  

Hiram’s Riders invites
You to Lunch

Spring can’t come soon enough!
I’m in - sounds like fun and I’m ready for spring.

Enclosed is my check payable to Hiram’s Riders

in the amount of $                 for           lunches.

Name                                                                           

Phone                           

Mail to:  Hiram’s Riders, 3579 Masonic Way 
Pittsburgh, PA  15237



FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

Enjoy It Monthly!

Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

Last Saturday of the Month
(except December)

$6.00 per person

Hosted by the Valley of Pittsburgh

Served by Ohio Valley Rainbow Girls

Steel City Chapter Order of Demolay

Dennis J. Snedden, 32°                                          Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation

De – Mo – What?
DeMolay’s namesake comes from

Jacques DeMolay, a 13th century Knight
who was the last Grand Master of the
Knights Templar. Jacques DeMolay set a
heroic example of faithfulness to the
brethren of his order. The original nine
members selected the name “Order of
DeMolay” in honor of what he stood for.

Did You Know?
Did you know that the very first “meet-

ing” of “DeMolay” was held at the Scottish
Rite Temple in Missouri in 1919? It was
with the founder, Scottish Rite member
Frank S. Land, and 9 young men who
wanted to make a difference in their com-
munity and in their lives. Since then
DeMolay has grown to serve young men
of all backgrounds, needs, and interests. 

DeMolay has had over 1 million mem-
bers throughout its history. Approximately
700 DeMolay Chapters operate in coun-
tries including the United States, Canada,
Brazil, Australia, Germany, Japan, Italy,
and the Republic of the Philippines.

What Do They Do?
Chapter members go to a variety of

places and do lots of different activities. All
under the supervision of caring and back-
ground checked adult volunteers. Within
safety parameters, the activities of a De-
Molay Chapter are only limited by their
imaginations.

DeMolay members learn life-skills,    re-
sponsibility, and cooperation by working
together to plan and carry out their mostly,
member chosen activities. In doing so,
they make themselves and each other
better leaders, better citizens, better per-
sons, and ultimately better men. You
know, just like us!

Job’s Daughters
Job’s Daughters is for young women

from 10 to 20 who believe in God, are of
good moral character, and who share the
common bond of a Masonic Heritage.

The Lessons
The lessons of Job’s Daughters are

based on the biblical book of Job, and
especially Job 42:15: “In all the land were
no women found so fair as the daughters
of Job; and their father gave them inheri-
tance among their brethren.”  The order’s
founder, Mrs. Ethel T. Wead Mick,
selected this book because of the practi-
cality and importance of its lessons – it
teaches that steadfastness and trust in
God are the only sure ways to overcome
the trials we are called upon to endure.  v

Masonic Youth and the Masonic

Scottish Rite Connection

YOUTH                      NEWSYOUTH                      NEWS
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March

Saturday, March 10, 2 p.m. DeMolay
Westmoreland Chapter Installation
Greensburg Masonic Center

Saturday, March 17, 1 p.m. Rainbow
Butler Assembly Installation
Butler Masonic Temple

Saturday, March 17, 2 p.m. DeMolay
Initiatory and DeMolay Degrees
Sponsored by the Rose Croix
Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

Saturday, March 17, 2 p.m. Rainbow
Pitcairn Assembly Installation
Center Avenue United Methodist Church

Saturday, March 24, 5 p.m. Rainbow
Martha Assembly Installation
Washington Masonic Building

Saturday, March 24, 7 p.m. Rainbow
Irwin Assembly Installation
Irwin Masonic Hall

Tuesday, March 27, 7 p.m. Rainbow
Beaver Valley Assembly Installation
Bridgewater Masonic Center

Tuesday, March 27, 7:30 p.m. Rainbow
Ohio Valley Assembly Installation
Coraopolis Masonic Temple
Wednesday, March 28, 6 p.m. Job’s
Daughters Initiation
Butler Masonic Temple

Saturday, March 31, 3 p.m. Rainbow
Hope Assembly Installation
Pleasant Hills Masonic Hall

April

Sunday, April 1, 3 p.m. DeMolay
Templar Chapter Installation
South Hills Masonic Hall

Monday, April 2, 7:30 p.m. Rainbow
Faith Assembly Installation
North Hills Masonic Lodge

Upcoming Masonic Youth Installations 

and Initiation Ceremonies



March 2012
11 - Daylight Savings Time Begins
17 - Hiram’s Riders Welcome to Spring Luncheon, Bravo
31 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

April 2012

01 - “The Story of the Crucifixion”  GPMC
05 - VALLEY STATED MEETING, GPMC
06 - Grotto Good Friday Fish Fry Dinner, GPMC
08 - Easter Sunday
20, 21 - Spring Class, GPMC
28 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

May 2012

20 - Hiram’s Riders Ride for Dyslexia
25 - Celebration of Education, GPMC   
26 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC   

June 2012

07 - VALLEY STATED MEETING, GPMC
11 - Valley Charity Golf Tournament, Butler’s Golf Course
22 - Pirate Baseball, PNC Park
29 - Meeting in the Hills, Dawson, PA
30 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

July 2012

04 - Brentwood 4th of July Parade
27 - Wild Things Baseball, Consol Energy Park   
28 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC
29 - Washington Lodge 164/Blue Knights Ride for Charity

August 2012

03 - MASONIC DAY, KENNYWOOD PARK
18 - Hiram’s Riders Picnic with the Grand Master   
25 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC
26 - 28 - Supreme Council, Cleveland, OH

September 2012

03 - Labor Day
06 - VALLEY STATED MEETING, GPMC
29 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

October 2012

13 - Walk-for-Dyslexia
27 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

November 2012

01 - VALLEY STATED MEETING, GPMC
16, 17 - Valley Fall Reunion, Class, GPMC   
24 - Fellowship Breakfast, GPMC

December 2012

01 - Valley Christmas Luncheon, Shannopin Country Club
08 - Valley Children’s Christmas Party, GPMC
22 - Hiram’s Riders Christmas Luncheon, Grants Bar 

GPMC - Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center

Schedule updated monthly: www.valleyofpittsburgh.org

2012 Calendar of  Events

March 2012                                                                                  The Rite News  Page 20.

Is God out of favor?
Sometimes it seems like God has fallen out of

favor.  Almost daily, we read of attacks on religions
and the religious.  Moral beliefs are ridiculed.  It has
gotten to the point that some schools will not even
allow the “Pledge of Allegiance” to be recited
because it includes the name of God.

There are men who take pride in their belief in
God.  Though they worship in different ways and are
members of different faiths, they are united in their
unswerving faith in the one God of all creation.
These are men who believe God guides us along
the path of moral and ethical behavior.  These are
men who believe character does matter.  These are
men who are not ashamed to say, 

“My hope is in God”

Who are these men?

They are 32° Freemasons!

In God
We Trust

The Children’s Dyslexia Center was one of three Masonic organ-
izations that received donation checks from ‘The Blue Ride’

sponsored by Washington Lodge No. 164 and Blue Knights Chapter
XVI.  Bro. David L. Richards made the presentations to (L-R) Noble
Alvin D. Douglas, $1,500 for the Shrine Transportation Fund, Rev. David
L. Kinsey, 33°, $500 for the Shrine/Valley Public Relations Trailer and
Bro. Richard A. Rodibaugh, 33°, President of the Children’s Learning
Center, $1,500.  Assisting is Mark Harmon of the Blue Knights. v

Blue Lodge 164 - Blue Knights XVI

Make Charitable Donations
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Spring Class 2012
Friday and Saturday

April 20, 21

Class Conferral Schedule 

Friday Evening, April 20

5:00 p.m.    Registration and Dinner

6:10 p.m. Welcome - Thrice Potent
Master - Declaration of Principles
Communication of 5th and 7th thru
13th degrees

6:20 p.m.    4th Degree Ceremonial 

6:30 p.m.    4th Degree Allegory (DVD)

7:00 p.m.    6th Degree

8:30 p.m.  14th Degree

Saturday Morning. April 21

7:00 a.m.    Coffee and Donuts

8:00 a.m.  16th Degree

9:00 a.m.         Class Picture

9:15 a.m.  18th Degree

10:45 a.m. 21st Degree

12:00 noon        Lunch

Saturday Afternoon, April 21

1:00 p.m.   Speaker - Membership
Chairman                                                                                         

1:10 p.m.   Communication of 19th,
20th, 22nd & 24th thru 30th degrees

1:20 p.m. 23rd Degree             
Speaker-Secretary

2:45 p.m.  32nd Degree 

3:15 p.m.  31st Degree 

4:30 p.m.  Official Reception
Speaker-Hospitaler   

5:00 p.m.   Dinner

Have a Safe Trip Home

On April 20th and
21st of 2012, the

Valley of Pittsburgh will hold
it's annual Spring Class to
elevate 3rd Degree Blue
Lodge Masons into 32nd
Degree Scottish Rite Ma-
sons.  This will be my last
class as your Membership

Chairman, and I would love a large class to
"Toss me out with a bang!"

I"ll spend the next few months visiting
Lodges, performing Lincoln Degrees and
promoting the Valley every way I can.  As
usual, I ask for the help of all 6,800 Valley of
Pittsburgh Members, to do your duty and sell
Scottish Rite Masonry to your Blue Lodge
buds.  I have found that positive promotion, or
boasting of our great ritual, social and charita-
ble aspects are effective talking points.  If that
doesn't work, then the ancient and time hon-
ored method of arm twisting is acceptable!
Come to think of it, that is how I became a
Scottish Rite Mason, so it can't be all that bad,
or maybe I should leave that judgment to my
peers.

So the word for the day is PETITIONS,
PETITIONS, PETITIONS, and did I mention. . .
. . .PETITIONS?  Find them, sign them and bag
them for the April Spring Class, and remember,
the great work of Scottish Rite cannot go for-
ward without a strong and vibrant membership.
Those kids in our Learning Center count on us,
and we can't let them down.

In 2013, we will be celebrating 200 years of
Scottish Rite Masonry in the Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction of the United States of America.
The main theme of the celebration is “200

Scottish Rite Blue Lodge Program Schedule
03/13/12  Valley Lodge No. 613  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
04/03/12  Aliquippa Lodge No. 375  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
05/10/12  North Hills Lodge No. 716  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
05/15/12  Plum Creek Lodge No. 799  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
06/14/12  Sewickley Lodge No. 630 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
06/18/12  Oakdale Lodge No. 699  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
09/12/12  Bethel Lodge No. 789  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree
11/06/12  Shidle Lodge No. 601 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lincoln Degree

“Translating the Lincoln Degree from the big stage to the floor of a Blue Lodge actually
enhances this intimate and introspective allegory.  It says volumes when young children sit
quietly transfixed as the drama of the Degree unfolds.” 

 – Devin Ross, P.M. Lodge No. 582

To schedule a program for your lodge, email us at:

aasrpghmembers@yahoo.com

Or contact Ill. Bro. Donald M. Murphy, 33°, Valley Secretary - 412-939-3579

MM   EE   MM   BB   EE   RR   SS   HH   II   PP
Donald W. Boehm, 32°, Membership Chairman

F         F           F         F         F        F       F          F       F

Years of Brotherhood” in keeping
with the most important tenet of our
institution. 

The official celebration period is
from August 5, 2012 thru December
31, 2013

A special 200th Anniversary
Pocket Jewel (pictured below) will
be provided to all new candidates
that become a 32nd degree
mason. These Anniversary pocket
jewels are in the process of being

made and will be distributed to all Valleys
as soon as possible.  (As these jewels
will not be available for spring 2012, we
will make arrangements for presentation
of the jewels in the fall to those that
become a 32nd degree Scottish Rite
Mason prior to the jewels being avail-
able.)

Sign up a candidate now!  Go to our
web site www.valleyofpittsburgh.org or
call 412-939-3579 for a petition.  v  



ACCOUNTING & TAXATION
Richard A. Reynolds, CPA            412-795-4194
www.RichReynoldsCPA.Com

ADVERTISING SPECIALITIES
   Grimes Advertising                       412-921-1325
   Eddie Grimes

AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE
Ross & Ross, Ltd.                             804-516-4602
   Allen W. Ross                           www.rnr2insure.us

ATTORNEYS
   Ecker, Ecker & Ecker                    412-261-4444
   All Cases

Robert X. Medonis & Associates
   Wills, Estates, Litigation                  412-531-3131

   

AUCTION SERVICES
   Johnson Auction Service             724-457-1100
   Mark K. Giles                   147 Flaugherty Run Rd.

AUTOMOTIVE

Flynn’s Tire & Auto Service          724-346-3701
18 Locations                         www.FlynnsTire.Com

   W. L. Davison Forensic Services
Since 1986                                     724-625-6210

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

   Golon Masonry Restoration, Inc. 412-885-6061
   Joseph J. Golon              golonmas@comcast.net

CATERING

   Mary Anne’s                                   412-331-2322
   Mary Anne                                                             

Hudson’s Catering                      724-4438-2025
   Richard Hudson      www.UniontownCatering.com

Party Line Catering                       412-882-7110
   Brian Meador                                                         

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Allegheny Investors Ltd                   412-831-3159
   Donald E. Sauer, CFP                                           

Daley & Associates                          724-926-8588
   John T. Daley                    www.daleyplanning.net

FLORAL SERVICES
   Wallace Floral Shoppe                  412-381-1000
   Chuck Wallace

FUNERAL SERVICE
Jefferson Memorial Cemetery & Funeral Home

Pleasant Hills                              412-655-4500

George Irvin Green Funeral Home 
Munhall, West Mifflin                     412-461-6394

Slater Funeral Homes                     412-563-2800
   Mt. Washington, Scott Twp., Bethel Park

Warco-Falvo Funeral Home            724-225-1500
   Tim Warco, Washington, PA

FUNERAL SERVICE cont’d

Young Funeral Home Ltd                724-283-3333
William F. Young, Jr.,  Butler, PA

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Bergfelt Heating, Cooling & Remodeling 

Bro. Eric Bergfelt, Sr.              412-761-5774

Ralph Dankmyer, Inc.                       412-431-5326
   Installation & Service                       412-600-7070

HOME REMODELERS

Unglo Construction LLC               412-977-8924
Building, Renovation & Remodeling PA069933

INSURANCE
Colonial-Fleming Insurance, Inc.

Michael Misour                                724-274-6333

Doege Insurance Agency, Inc.
Buzz Doege                                     412-351-8820

INSURANCE (Commercial)
Robert E. Niebel, CPCU, ARM   412-395-4036
Tucker, Johnston & Smelzer, Inc.

JANITORIAL SUPPLIES Paper - Ice Melt

Dr. Nathan Savitz                           412-243-2121
Quality    & Paper Products at Economical Prices

JEWELER
Werner Jewelers  Since 1969        412-367-2336
Pines Plaza Shopping Center

LANDSCAPING
   Alex Landscaping                         724-327-2539
   Alex Walters          alexlandscaping@comcast.net
MACHINE SHOP
   Johnston Machine Works, Inc.                           
   Bob Johnston                                  724-695-7730

MEN’S CLOTHING & FORMALWEAR
   Chilbert & Co. Formalwear & More                    
   Ray Petronio                                   412-264-3700

MOTORCOACH TRANSPORTATION
   Budget Charters                            724-246-1982
   Gary F. Shimshock

MOTORCYCLE DEALERS
   Three Rivers Harley-Davidson
   George Gatto                                  412-487-3377

PHOTOGRAPHY
    Bob Binnie                                     412-298-3568
    www.bobbinnie.com     binniephoto@mac.com

PLUMBING
   McCarrison Plumbing Co.            412-795-2529
   Ronald L. McCarrison

PRINTING

   Unity Printing                                 724-537-5800
   Jay Ernette                         www.unityprinting.com

REALTOR
   Harry Anderson - Northwood       412-487-3200
                                  HAnderson@Northwood.com
SIGNS                                                   QuickSigns
Quicksigns33@verizon.net                                    
   Coraopolis, Pa                                 412-269-9753

STEEL BUILDINGS
   Bennett Buildings Inc.               1-888-827-8335
   Bob Bennett                bennettbuildings@aol.com

TOWING
   Marchand Auto Service’s             724-222-2580
   24 Hr. Towing & Recovery

TRAILERS
   Barnyard Trailer Sales                                         

Gregg Wilson                                   724-438-7658

TRUCKING
   Bee Mac Trucking                      1-800-282-8781

Rick Macklin

VIDEO SECURITY
   Enterprise Video Systems            724-940-2333

Tim Heeter                     www.evideosystems.com

VIDEOGRAPHY SERVICE
   The Perfect Image                      1-866-438-5146

Gregory S. Wilson             PerfectImageDVD.com

Support Your Valley of
Pittsburgh Masonic 

Advertisers

Valley of  Pittsburgh Masonic Services Directory
V
a
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of Pittsburg

h

Spes Mea In De
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st

“The Valley of Pittsburgh Masonic Services Directory’s advertisers subscribe
to providing high quality customer service, delivered with a sense of warmth,
friendliness, individual pride, respect, honesty, and fraternal spirit.”

Certified Home Remodelers
Bob Bruno                              412-276-7757

Windows  -  Siding  -  Roofing

Basement Remodeling

Automatic Tarps for Dump Trucks & Flatbeds
   Truck Tarpaulin Systems

Digital Sign Printing, all sizes                          

   Large Vinyl Signs & Banners

Flatbeds: 8’ to 24’ Aluminum                            

   Aluminum Flatbed Truck Bodies

Vince Merlot        •       1-800-443-8277
10 Plum St.      Verona, PA  15147

MASONIC SERVICES DIRECTORY

- Advertising Insertion Order Form -

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $                            for insertions as

indicated below.    2 line listing ($40.00 - 4 issues)

1st Line                                                                                                                      

2nd Line                                                                                                                     

Heading requested                                                                                                    

Business or Service name                                                                                        

Address                                                                            Phone                                

City                                                           State            Zip                                     

FOR OFFICE
USE

West & Associates, P.C.

C. Arthur West III, Attorney at Law

Ph. 412-486-2800

Website: www.west-legal.com

Real Estate, Personal Injury, Estates

Mail to:  The Rite News, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA  15237
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VALLEY OF PITTSBURGH OFFICERS

August 1, 2011 - July 31, 2012

GOURGAS LODGE OF PERFECTION 14°

Douglas L. Heinz, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thrice Potent Master
Jonathan D. Ballinger, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deputy Master
D. Todd Ballenger, 32°.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senior Warden
Robert J. Lorenz, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Junior Warden
Paul J. Roup, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Orator
Sam H. Jessee, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
Robert B. Ruff, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL PRINCES OF JERUSALEM 16°

Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sovereign Prince
Eric K. Cohen, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High Priest
Gerald A. Sutherland, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senior Warden
Austin R. Shifrin, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Junior Warden
Larry D. Horath, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
William J. Wiker, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Entrances

PITTSBURGH CHAPTER OF ROSE CROIX 18°

A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Most Wise Master
Jeffrey M. Wonderling, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senior Warden
Arthur F. McGuiggan, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Junior Warden
Robert F. Dunkle, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Orator
Rodney E. Boyce, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
Eugene F. Hlavac, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard

PENNSYLVANIA CONSISTORY 32°

John A. Habel, Jr., 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Commander-in-Chief
Richard A. Rodibaugh, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st. Lt. Commander
Donald W. Boehm, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2nd Lt. Commander
James C. Mayes, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Orator
Erastus Z. Allen, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chancellor
Brian T. Wilding, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Master of Ceremonies
Robert B. Malwitz, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Engineer & Seneschal
Joseph G. Whitaker, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Standard Bearer
Shawn P. Lang, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard

D. William Roberts, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer
Donald M. Murphy, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary
Vito A. Urso, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hospitaler
Dennis R. Johnston, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tiler
Donald E. Sauer, 33°, Joseph G.Whitaker, 32°  . .Masonic Fund Society 
Charles M. Bombich, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Representatives

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

John A. Habel, Jr., 33°, Chairman
Jonathan D. Ballinger, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald W. Boehm, 32°              
Eric K. Cohen, 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Douglas L. Heinz, 32°
Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A. William Kiehl, 32°
Donald M. Murphy, 33° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .D. William Roberts, 33°
Richard A. Rodibaugh, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeffrey M. Wonderling, 33°
David S. Kielman, 33°, Trustee  . . . .Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, Active

TRUSTEES

David S. Kielman, 33°, Chairman
Stephen A. George, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John A. Habel, Jr., 33° 
Douglas L. Heinz, 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert E. Holderbaum, Jr., 32°
Dennis R. Johnston, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A. William Kiehl, Jr., 32° 
Robert Mellon, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald M. Murphy, 33°
D. William Roberts, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vito A. Urso, 33°

William E. Weigand, 33°  

TRUSTEES EMERITUS

Donald H. Coester, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charles W. Doege, Jr., 33°
Robert E. Dunkelman, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . .William J. Ebertshauser, 33°
Edward H. Fowler, Jr., 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert R. Havers, Sr., 33°
John W. Hisiro, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Albert L. Kappeler, Jr., 33°
Walter L. Sykes, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald E. Sauer, 33°

Kurt R. Tesche, 33°

SECRETARY EMERITUS

Elwood R. Schultise, 33°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .David S. Kielman, 33°

ALLEGIANCE

The bodies of the Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of Pittsburgh, State
of Pennsylvania, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme
Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the
Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction of the United States of America whose
Grand East is in Lexington, Massachusetts, and whose Officers are:
Ill...John Wm. McNaughton, 33°, Sovereign Grand Commander,
Ill...Russell W. Baker, 33°, Deputy for Pennsylvania. Other Active mem-
bers of the State of Pennsylvania are: Ill...C. DeForrest Trexler, 33°,
Ill...Thomas K. Sturgeon, 33°, Ill...William L. McCarrier, 33°, and
Ill...Jeffrey W. Coy, 33°. 

+ + +

Donations To The

Pittsburgh 

Children’s Dyslexia Center

Are Income Tax Deductible.

Make Yours Today!
Make check payable to: Learning Center 

Mail to Valley of Pittsburgh, 3579 Masonic Way, Pgh, PA  15237
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One old man listened patiently
as a discussion pursued on

Masonry, the Fraternity, and its
teachings. He finally spoke up:

I can tell you more about Masonry
in a little example than some of the
great Masonic philosophers can in
books.  Everybody stand up, and
gather in a circle around the camp-
fire.

They did that. 

Now, everybody hold hands with
the man next to him.

They did that, too.

Now, what do you see, looking
ahead?

‘The face of a Brother Mason
through the flames.’

What do you feel in front of you? 

‘The warmth of the fire, and the
comfort it brings on a cool night.’

What do you feel at your side?

‘The warm hand of a Brother.’

OK. Now, drop the hands, and
turn around.

They did so.

Now, what do you see, looking

ahead?

'Complete darkness.'

What do you feel, looking
ahead?

'A sense of loneliness, of being
alienated.'

What do you feel at your side?

'Nothing at all.'

What do you feel on your back-
side?

'The warmth of the fire.'

So it is with Masonry, said the old
man. In Masonic gatherings, you  
can feel the warmth of Masonic
interaction, you can see the face of
a Brother through the light Masonry
brings to you, and you can always
feel the warm hand of a Brother. 

When you turn away from
Masonry, and are out in the world,
you see darkness, feel alienated
and alone, and do not feel the warm
hand of your Masonic Brother.   

But Masonry, and
the warmth and light
it brings, are just a
turn away from you.  

So Mote it Be! v

Author Unknown A Tale of  Masons 

Surrounding a Campfire in the Old West
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